
1 

 1 

EAA EAA EAA EAA     

Chapter 241Chapter 241Chapter 241Chapter 241    

                    News LetterNews LetterNews LetterNews Letter    
 

December 2009 

A publication by, for and about members of the Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter 241

 

January 2009 Meeting 
 
The next general meeting of EAA Chapter 241 will be 
held at 7:30 PM on Tuesday, Jan 13, 2009 at “Uncle 
Chuck” Faivre’s barn located at 8242 S Malta Rd  
DeKalb, IL 60115.  (Officer’s meeting begins at 7:00, 
all members are welcome to attend as well) 
 
Uncle Chuck’s is located on the south side of S Malta 
Rd., approximately ½ mile west of Annie Glidden Rd. 
(Map located later in Newsletter) 
 
This month’s program will be lead by Jim Hanson.  
Jim recently completed an RV7 and will be  
discussing his journey form kit to final inspection. 
 

 

 
From the Editor 
By Kevin Frank 
 
Happy New Year from EAA Chapter 241!! 
 
As I write this there is 6” of new snow on the ground with 
more still coming down.  I guess the little heat spell we 
had right after Christmas was nothing more than a tease.  
I also guess my hangar door will remain shut for a little 
while longer. � 
 
2009 will be an exciting year with a new President and 
hopefully a recovering economy.  Chapter 241 will also 
realize some exciting changes this year.  
 
The big change will occur late spring/early summer with 
our move to a new home over at Gene Ruder’s hangar.  
A lot of work still needs to be done prior to this move so 
we will be organizing a few work parties that I hope many 
of you will be able to participate in. 

 
Another change has occurred at DeKalb Airport.  The 
FBO is now under new ownership.  The new FBO is 

called DeKalb Aviation and the folks that now run it are 
committed to not only improved services but also 
providing very competitive fuel pricing.  Please be sure to 
check them out. 
 
I anticipate 2009 will be a great year for Chapter 241 with 
many fun activities to participate in.  I’ll try to prod Dan 
into organizing more fly-outs this year once the weather 
permits.  We have lots of planes and lots of seats to fill.  
Be sure to join us. 
 

Meeting Minutes: 
by Rose Ellen May 
 

 
The December 9

th
 Executive Meeting called to order 

7:02PM with Dale Harvey, Dan Thurnau, Rose Ellen May, 
Kevin Frank, Tim Hunter, Jack Bennett, and Jim Auman. 
 
(Due to inclement weather, no general meeting was 
held).   

 
Approval of the Minutes:  
Rose Ellen May read minutes of the last meeting.  Dan 
Thurnau approved and Kevin Frank seconded and the 
minutes were approved. 

  
Treasurer’s Report:  
Jim Auman reported that the chapter’s tax identification 
number doesn’t match the records on file with the 
Secretary of State.  He is working to correct the situation 
with the IRS office of entities and IL Secretary of State 
An honorarium will be paid to Mr. Cunningham as a thank 
you for his informative program in November. 

  
Communications:  
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N/A 
 

Tech. Councilor:  
N/A 
 

Flight Advisor: 
N/A 
 

Old Business:  
There was a brief discussion on the status of the 
Chapter’s new trailer. 

  
New Business:  
Chapter By Laws will be reviewed and revised by Kevin 
Frank for chapter approval. 
 
Chapter will host a “work day” in the near future to 
organize Chapter records/paperwork– all Chapter 
historical records will be collected, organized, and stored 
in a central location. 
 
We will produce name tags for each active member to be 
used at meetings.  Name tags to be left at meeting site 
 

EAA241 HOLIDAY DINNER date has been established 

and a location secured.  The dinner will be on 

Saturday, January 24 at Sorrento’s in Sycamore.  

  
DeKalb Airport Improvements:  

• FBO under new management (Ed Kling and his 
associates have purchased the rights to the 
FBO) 

• Ed is offering special inducements, including a 
fuel discount, to those who rent/own condo 
hangers. 

• Runway 9/27 has an unofficial grass runway 
 

Chapter Member Survey: 
The following is a review of Polldaddy.com survey results.  
This was a voluntary survey for Chapter members to 
participate in to better understand the membership. 
 
Thank you to all of those members who responded to the 
Chapter’s online survey.  We plan to incorporate your 
suggestions into our Chapter programs/events. 
 
Survey Summary: 

• Best day of the week for monthly meetings: 
56% of respondents selected Monday, 31% 
Tuesday, 2% Thursday, 2% Out of Area 

 

• What types of meeting programs are wanted: 
Most respondents are interested in programs that 
involve Aircraft building/maintenance/restoration, 
Accident Incidents – better pilotage, incident 
causation/prevention, Aviation in General – 
charts, ATC, travel destinations. 
 

• Pilot License? Y/N 
87% of respondents have at least a Private Pilot 
Certificate. 
 

• Own a plane or project? 
40% of respondents fly their own planes; 15% 
have a project in progress. 
 

• Special skills and/or tools? 
Respondents are generally interested in 
receiving/providing assistance/advice in the 
building or restoring their aircraft projects.  Our 
members are highly skilled and several have 
tools that they are willing to share.  So, if you 
have a project, let the chapter know when you 
are working on it…and if you have the time to 
help out, please do so. 
 

• Members are interested in the following types 

of activities: 
o Continue pancake breakfasts with the 

idea of making them more profitable; 
consider different fundraisers such as 
luncheons (hog roast, burgers, etc.) 

o Social activities on/off airport: fly outs, 
BBQ’s, social get-togethers, work 
projects, concerts in the park, etc. 

o Host Open Hanger Days, Young Eagle 
Rallies, Bald Eagle Rallies/informational 
sessions for adults who are interested in 
learning more about general aviation 
(possibly in conjunction with Midwest 
Flight Academy) – with the goal of 
increasing membership, educating the 
general public on the value of general 
aviation, sharing our interest in aviation 
with others. 

• How members spend their time: 
o Of the respondents, about half are 

employed on a full time basis AND 
working on an airplane project. 

o Recreational Activities: camping, church, 
computers, exercise, family rearing, GA 
aircraft travel, home maintenance, 
motorcycles, photography, RV travel, 
skiing, snowmobiles, toastmasters. 

 

 
Meeting Adjourned at 9:05 PM 
 

***************************************** 
Meeting Program: 
Due to inclement weather program was postponed. 
 

Here is the schedule for future programs 

 

January – Jim Auman, Merisa Doonan 
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February– Kevin Frank, Rose May 

March– Dan Thurnau, Gene Ruder 

April– Dale Harvey, Gerald Thornhill 

May – Gerry Thornhill, Marty O’Connor 

June – Tim Hunter, Mike Sabala 
 

***************************************** 
 

Letters to the Editor: 
 
The following is an excerpt from the Jan/Feb 2009 FAA 
Aviation News.  Both topics were worth including.  For the 
complete publication go to 
http://www.faa.gov/news/aviation_news/.  
  

GA Fatalities Drop Dramatically in 2007  
Nearly 90 percent of annual aviation fatalities occur in 
general aviation, according to the National Transportation 
Safety Board (NTSB). In 2007, according to recently 
released NTSB safety data, 491 people perished in 
general aviation accidents, a steep drop from the 703 
general aviation fatalities in 2006. 
 

2006 2007 

GA 703 491 

Airlines 50 1 

Air Taxi 16 43 

Commuter 2 0 

Foreign/Unregistered 13 10 

Total 784 545  
 
“This is encouraging news,” said National FAA Safety 
Team (FAASTeam) Manager Kevin Clover. “It shows that 
the safety training, awareness, and outreach efforts 
around the community are paying off.”  

 

121.5 ELT Coverage to End  
In case you haven’t heard, COSPAS-SARSAT, the 
organization charged with providing satellites to search 
for emergency locator transmitter (ELT) signals, will 
cease monitoring the 121.5 MHz frequency on February 
1, 2009. After that date satellites will only monitor the 406 
MHz frequency. This means that most of the ELTs in GA 
aircraft will no longer be covered by the COSPAS-
SARSAT network.  

 
The 121.5 ELTs will still be investigated if a signal is 
detected by an overflying aircraft or a nearby airport. FAA 
is not planning to mandate a switch to 406 MHz ELTs but 
other countries are requiring the new ELTs. Check with 
the appropriate national governing agency if you plan to 
fly internationally.  
More information can be found at 
http://www.sarsat.noaa.gov/.  

 

****************************************** 
Calendar of Events: 
  
Jan 13 Chapter 241 monthly meeting 
 
Jan 17 Numerous training seminars at Oshkosh 
 

Feb 7 Groundhog Chili Ski Fly-in, Brodhead, WI 
 
Feb 10 Chapter 241 monthly meeting 
 
Feb 28 Wheels & Skis Fly-In, Northport, WI 
 
Mar 10 Chapter 241 monthly meeting 
 
April 14 Chapter 241 monthly meeting 
 
May 12 Chapter 241 monthly meeting 

 

******************************** 
Aviation Humor: 
 

Aviation definitions (part 3) 
 

MOTOR:  Word used by student pilots and Yankees when 

referring to aircraft engines. 
 

OHMMETER:  One who eats ohms. 
 

OZONE:  Zone of zero magnetic deviation. 
 

PARASITE DRAG: Guy who bums cross country ride then 

complains because your ship isn't as fast as Charlie's. 
 

PITOT TUBE: A tube used to transfer pitot. 
 

PROPWASH: A bucket of stuff for washing propellers. 
 

OVERHAUL: Cleaning top spark plugs and adding can of 

upperluhe. 
 

MAJOR OVERHAUL: Cleaning all spark plugs and painting 

crankcase. 
 

RANGE: 28 miles beyond the point where all fuel tanks have 

become filled with air. 
 

RICH MIXTURE: Seven parts gin, one part vermouth. 
 

ROLL:  What it takes a big one of to buy gas. 
 

SERVICE CEILING: Altitude at which drinks are served. 
 

SONIC BOOM: Sudden prosperity in Sonic, Idaho. 
 

SPOILER:  House Detective. 
 

STABLE AIR: An atmosphere tinged with the odor of 

fertilizer, as in the vicinity of a stockyard 
 

TAPPET:  Hit it again Billy Joe but not so hard. 
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Chapter 241 Information: 
 

President Dale Harvey 

815-758-6948 dharvey564@msn.com  

     

Vice President Dan Thurnau 

815-895-6629 diggerdan@foxvalley.net 

  

Secretary Rose Ellen May 

815-375-1772 MySweetBlueBird@yahoo.com 

  

Treasurer Jim Auman  

815-899-8861 jimauman@comcast.net. 

 

Young Eagles Representative 

  Rose Ellen May 

815-375-1772 rose.may@countryfinancial.com  

 

Technical Counselors 

Jack Bennet 815-756-7712 

  piper50w@earthlink.net  

Ed Torbett 815-895-3888 

  torbetted@yahoo.com  

Gerald Thornhill 847-683-2781 

  flcamel@yahoo.com  

Jim Auman 815-899-8861 

(AB-DAR) jimauman@comcast.net  
 

Flight Advisors 

Gerald Thornhill 847-683-2781 

  flcamel@yahoo.com  

Jim Auman 815-899-8861 

  jimauman@comcast.net  

Jack Bennet 815-756-7712 

  piper50w@earthlink.net 

Fly-out Chairman Dan Thurnau 

815-895-6629 diggerdan@foxvalley.net  

 

News letter Editor  Kevin Frank 

630-881-9572 kevin.frank@infiniti.com  
 

Web Manager Mike Sabala 

  plane223@sbcglobal.net  
 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter Policy: This News Letter is published 

solely to provide information to members of EAA 

Chapter 241. The opinions presented are not 

necessarily the official opinions of the Chapter or 

EAA. Use of technical information is strictly at the 

user’s risk, as we do not claim to be authorities in 

any technical field. Letters, articles, ideas, etc., are 

welcome. The editor reserves the right to correct, 

shorten, and reject items at his/her discretion. Items 

will be printed on a space available basis. Any 

submissions over 200 words MUST be emailed 

unless previously arranged with the editor  

 

Editors of other aviation publications are 

welcome to reprint articles from this newsletter. We 

do ask, however, that author and source be 

acknowledged.  

 

Subscription to newsletter is a member benefit. 

Friends of EAA Chapter 241 who wish to be 

included in the mailing list can contact the Editor or 

any Chapter officer. 

 

Visitors are always welcome at Chapter meetings.  

 

******************************* 
Chapter Meeting Location: 
“Uncle Chuck” Faivre’s barn located at 8242 S Malta Rd 
DeKalb, IL 60115.   
 

 
 

******************************* 

 

 
 


