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A publication by, for and about members of the Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter 241

 

April 2009 Meeting 
 
The next general meeting of EAA Chapter 241 will be 
held at 6:30 PM on Monday, April 13, 2009 at 
Hangar Unit #3 DeKalb Airport DeKalb, IL 60115. 
(Hot dogs and refreshments will be served) 
 
Hangar Unit #3 is located just west of the main FBO. 
(Map located later in Newsletter) 
 
This month’s program will be a presentation by Alan 
Shackleton and his involvement with EAA’s national 
headquarters. 

 

 
From the Editor: 
By Kevin Frank 
 
 
In last month’s newsletter I included the following picture 
and asked if anyone could identify what this was a picture 
of and when it was taken.  Unfortunately, no one had the 
right answer. 
 
This is a picture taken out the window of my plane on the 
Sunday that President Obama was in Chicago.  What you 
are looking at are the contrail rings made by the fighters 
circling 24/7 over the TRF that was over Chicago the 
entire weekend.  It kind of reminded me of the Wicked 
Witch in the Wizard of OZ circling over OZ on her broom 
stick. 
 
Fortunately, I had no plans, that day, to fly in that direction 
so the TRF had no effect on me, so fly I did. 
 
  

  

 
 
 
Speaking of flying, it’s that time of year again when 
everyone’s airplanes are scratching at their hangar doors 
begging to be let out.  It seems as if this winter season 
just won’t give up with 3 inches of new snow on the 
ground just this past week.  
 
But, despite this, spring is here and its time to clean the 
cobwebs off our flying skills and get back into the air. 
 
Dan Thurnau, our Fly-out Chairman, has a long list of 
ideas on great places to go.  He will be assembling a 
calendar of fly-outs shortly and I hope that you all will join 
us on as many of these “adventures” as possible.  We 
actually have more seats than butts to fill them so be sure 
to come out and join the fun.  A synopsis of the most 
recent adventure is included later in the newsletter. 
 
So let’s get out of our houses, join in all the Chapter 
activities we have planned (there are a ton this year and 
we need all the help we can get), and I’ll see you all on 
Monday night. ☺ 
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Meeting Minutes: 
By Rose Ellen May 
 

 

March meeting called to order at 7:15 PM  

 

Members in attendance: Steve Doonan, Jack Bennett, 

Dave Sniegocki, Bob Beck, Dan Thurnau, Kevin Frank, 

Dale Harvey, Jim Auman, Rose Ellen May, Jim Allen. 

Tom Burgan (guest), 
 

Approval of the Minutes:  

February meeting minutes approved as submitted. 

(Motion: Kevin Frank; Second: Dave Sniegocki; motion 

carried) 

  
Treasurer’s Report:  
Jim Auman reported that the Chapter still has money and 
that corrections to our incorporation documentation are 
now complete. 
  

Old Business:  

• Verify the Expiration of Terms of all current Board 
Members for the Record; Motion (Tim Hunter) for 
President & Treasurer to follow the same cycle, while 
Vice President & Secretary will rotate on the 
alternating year (Steve Doonan, Dan Thurnau; 
motion carried) 

o President: Dale Harvey - Dec 2009 

o Vice President: Dan Thurnau – Dec 2010 

o Secretary: Rose Ellen May, - Dec 2010 

o Treasurer: Jim Auman, – Dec 2009 

o Director: Alan Abell  – Dec 2009 

o Directo: Jim Allen –  Dec 2010 
 

• Bylaws signed by Board and forwarded to the State. 

• Date for Hinckley Pancake Breakfast established: 
September 20, 2009 

• DeKalb Breakfast Committee established: Tim 
Hunter, Dale Harvey, Rose Ellen May 

• Kevin Frank reviewed requirements for the Boy 
Scouts Aviation Merit Badge/Camp out (June 26-27) 
and the need for numerous volunteers. 

  

New Business:  

• Annual Membership Fee: Discussion regarding the 
need to include an annual membership fee in order to 

offset future monthly meeting location expenses and 
to establish a verifiable means of Chapter 
membership. 

Motion (Jack Bennett): $10/year; (Second: Dave 
Snigocki; Yes: 4, No: 7; motion declined) 

Motion (Tim Hunter): $20/year, Students under 18 
years old $10 (Second: Kevin Frank; Yes: 6, No: 0; 3 
Abstain) 

• Jack Bennett nominated Tim Hunter as Membership 
Chair (accepted by Tim), Second by Rose Ellen 
May); Motion carried by unanimous vote.  

 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:20 PM 
 

***************************************** 
Meeting Program: 
 
Jim Auman delivered an informative presentation on the 
causes of flutter, the potential dangers, and the steps 
necessary to prevent it. 
 

Here is the schedule for future programs 
 

April– Jim Auman 
May – Jim Reichard, Marty O’Connor 
June – Tim Hunter, Mike Sabala 
July– Dan Thurnau, Gene Ruder 
August- Dale Harvey, Gerald Thornhill 
 

***************************************** 
 

Letters to the Editor: 
 
Good morning, I am the Airport Operations Supervisor for 
the Rochelle Municipal Airport.  We are hosting an event 
on June 20th 2009 for the Military Vehicle Preservation 
Association.  The event is estimated to draw several 
thousand people and I would like to see about setting up 
young eagle rides that day.  Please give me a call and we 
can discuss the options and details.   
 
Thank you for your time, 
 
Mark Delhotal 
Rochelle Municipal Airport 
Operations Supervisor 
815-561-5081 (c) 
mdelhotal@rochelle.net   

 

****************************************** 
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Calendar of Events: 
  
April 13 Chapter 241 monthly meeting 
 
May 11 Chapter 241 monthly meeting 
 
May 16 Illinois Pilots Assoc Annual Meeting, DeKalb 

Airport. 
 
May 11 Chapter 15 Breakfast, Lewis University Airport 
 
June 7 Chapter 241 Pancake Breakfast (DeKalb) 
 
June 8 Chapter 241 monthly meeting 
 
June 13 Chapter 241 Young Eagles Rally (DeKalb) 
 
June 27 Boy Scout Aviation Merit Badge weekend 

(DeKalb) 
 
July 13 Chapter 241 monthly meeting 
 
July 27  Oshkosh!!!! 
 
Aug 15 Chapter 241 Young Eagles Rally (DeKalb) 
 
Aug 21-22 DeKalb Corn-Fest 
 
Sept 20 Chapter 241 Pancake Breakfast (Hinckley) 
 
Oct 10-11 DeKalb Antique Aircraft Fly-in 
 

****************************************** 
Aviation Humor: 
 
Heard over Oklahoma City approach frequency on 
a busy day: 
 
Approach: "American One Twenty-Three, 
descend pilot's discretion. Maintain 6,000."  
 
American 123 [after a long pause] : "Oak City, 
American One Twenty-Three. Did you call us?"  
 
Approach: "American One Twenty-Three, 
descend pilot's discretion. Maintain 6,000."  
 
American 123: "Say again."  
 
Approach [getting a bit hot] : "American One 
Twenty-Three: Descend — and maintain — 

6,000. Pilot's discretion, co-pilot's discretion — 

it really doesn't matter to me!"  
 

 

 

Some years ago, I was flying a red, white, and blue 
Decathlon out of Petaluma airport in northern 
California when I asked Oakland Center for some 
information:  
 

Oakland Center: "N12345 — are you flying a red, 

white, and blue airplane?"  

 

Me: "Don't tell me you now have colored radar!"  
 

Oakland Center: "Naw. I fly the Decathlon out of 

Petaluma, too."  

 

 

 

We were flying from Chatham, Massachusetts to 
Nantucket with flight following from Cape approach. 
The weather was marginal VFR with heavy haze 
and reasonably poor visibility when, out of the mist, 
we heard this on the air:  
 
Cape Approach: "Cessna Four Five Six, are you 
aware that you are heading toward a restricted 

area?"  
 
Cessna: "No, I wasn't aware of a restricted area. 
What's in there?"  
 
Cape Approach: "It's some type of microwave 
installation."  
 
Cessna: "Yup, I see a tower ahead."  
 
Cape Approach: "That's the tower I want you to 
miss. If you fly near that tower, it could ruin all 

your equipment, and you'll never have any 

children."  
 
Cessna: "Roger that. Turning now ... ."  
 
Although he never mentioned whether he was 
turning toward or away ... .
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Chapter 241 Information: 
 

President Dale Harvey 

815-758-6948 dharvey564@msn.com  

     

Vice President Dan Thurnau 

815-895-6629 diggerdan@foxvalley.net 

  

Secretary Rose Ellen May 

815-375-1772 MySweetBlueBird@yahoo.com 

  

Treasurer Jim Auman  

815-899-8861 jimauman@comcast.net. 

 

Young Eagles Representative 

  Rose Ellen May 

815-375-1772 rose.may@countryfinancial.com  

 

Technical Counselors 

Jack Bennet 815-756-7712 

  piper50w@earthlink.net  

Ed Torbett 815-895-3888 

  torbetted@yahoo.com  

Gerald Thornhill 847-683-2781 

  flcamel@yahoo.com  

Jim Auman 815-899-8861 

(AB-DAR) jimauman@comcast.net  
 

Flight Advisors 

Gerald Thornhill 847-683-2781 

  flcamel@yahoo.com  

Jim Auman 815-899-8861 

  jimauman@comcast.net  

Jack Bennet 815-756-7712 

  piper50w@earthlink.net 

Fly-out Chairman Dan Thurnau 

815-895-6629 diggerdan@foxvalley.net  

 

News letter Editor  Kevin Frank 

630-881-9572 kevin.frank@infiniti.com  
 

Web Manager Mike Sabala 

  eaa@saahbs.net  
 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter Policy: This News Letter is published 

solely to provide information to members of EAA 

Chapter 241. The opinions presented are not 

necessarily the official opinions of the Chapter or 

EAA. Use of technical information is strictly at the 

user’s risk, as we do not claim to be authorities in 

any technical field. Letters, articles, ideas, etc., are 

welcome. The editor reserves the right to correct, 

shorten, and reject items at his/her discretion. Items 

will be printed on a space available basis. Any 

submissions over 200 words MUST be emailed 

unless previously arranged with the editor  

 

Editors of other aviation publications are 

welcome to reprint articles from this newsletter. We 

do ask, however, that author and source be 

acknowledged.  

 

Subscription to newsletter is a member benefit. 

Friends of EAA Chapter 241 who wish to be 

included in the mailing list can contact the Editor or 

any Chapter officer. 

 

Visitors are always welcome at Chapter meetings.  

 

******************************* 
Chapter Meeting Location: 
 
Hangar Unit #3,  Pleasant St. DeKalb, IL 60115.   
 

 
 

 

********************************* 
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It started out innocently enough with a 

phone call from Dan Thurnau on a Friday night asking if 
I’d be interested in flying with him up to Minnesota the 
next morning to go take a look at a partially completed 
Pietenpol. As all of us know, Dan has been talking about 
building a Pietenpol for as long as anyone can remember.  
Has anyone ever seen any real evidence that he might 
someday build one??   Was this potentially a real 
beginning of this project?  Or was this just an excuse to 
go fly? 
 
Either reason sounded good to me but I wanted to know 
“where” in Minnesota this project was.  “Oh, it’s in the 
southeast corner, just over the border” says Dan.  So I 
pull out a chart and figure a flight to the first airport I see 
in the “southeast” corner is only about 160 miles from 
DeKalb.  Ahh, a fairly short flight in Dan’s blazing Arrow.  I 
figure we can leave by 8:00 AM and be there by 9:30 
easy.  We spend no more than an hour checking out 
Dan’s future airplane and we are home by noon. I’m 
happy and the wife’s happy that I didn’t blow an entire day 
at the airport…again! 
 
So, I tell Dan “sure I’ll go, sounds like fun.  See you at the 
airport at 8:00”.  Silly, silly me! 
 
The next morning Dan calls and says that his trusty co-
pilot (Alan Abell) is able to join us but has to make a 
quick run to Hinckley before meeting us at DeKalb.  
“Excellent”, I say ”the more the merrier”.  It’s just an hour 
later than originally planned; we can still be home around 
noon.  Silly, silly me. 
 
So we use the extra time to buy a current sectional at the 
new FBO and I go to my plane and remove my Garmin III 
Pilot GPS so that we have a moving map for “back-up” 
navigation.  But Dan tells me that my Garmin isn’t 
necessary because he just acquired his own handheld 
moving map off eBay and we can use that.  Silly, silly 
him.  I decide to bring mine anyway. 
 
So Alan finally arrives.  As we hop in the plane, he says 
he’ll sit in back so he can play with Dan’s new GPS.  As 
we taxi out, Dan gives me the airport Identifier for the 
actual airport we are heading for. Guess what?  It’s only a 
few miles south of Minneapolis.  Our flight is now over 
250 miles and with the headwind we should be there in 
ahhhhh just under 2 hours. Silly, silly me. See where this 
is going? 
 
So on the flight up, Dan is flying, I’m doing whatever co-
pilots do, and Alan is in the back cussing out this new 
GPS of Dan’s that he can’t get to work.  Heck, he can 
hardly see the screen let alone make it do something.  So 
I offer to give it a try. Silly, silly me.  After about 20 
minutes with the thing I do get it to show me where we 
are on the map but you have to hold it at such an odd 
angle to see the screen that I’m wondering how Dan will 

ever be able to use it.  I hand it back to Alan, who looks it 
over once again in disgust, and asks Dan “Now how 
much did you save on this item through eBay again?” as 
he was looking for a window to toss it out of.  Quietly I say 
“glad I brought mine”. hee hee. 
 
So we finally arrive with the wind blowing about 400 MPH 
and Dan manages to wrestle the plane onto the ground 
without any bent parts or bruised egos.  Now, lets go see 
Dan’s future project.  This will take less than an hour.  
Silly, silly me. 
 
Well not only did David Bates have a Pietenpol project 
but he also had a pristine Aeronca, a couple of Ford 
Model A’s, a Hotrod ‘50s Chevy pickup, and a beautiful 
Stearman.   When I say beautiful, that’s an 
understatement.  This Stearman was an Oshkosh Grand 
Champion.   
 
After we spent significant time looking over all the 
goodies in David’s hangar we were then invited to see the 
rest of the project at his home. 
 
Needless to say, between spending significant time 
jealously perusing David’s collection of goodies, taking 
time to go into town for lunch (using the airport’s courtesy 
car), and schlepping our way back to the airport, it was 
closer to 3:30 by the time we took off headed for home. 
 
Now for the flight back.  Once we are off the ground 
Dan hands me the controls.  I program the GPS for the 
flight home and establish our heading and altitude.  
Meanwhile, both Dan and Alan proceed to pull out 
sectionals (plural) to track our progress.  I’m thinking I 
better not screw up.  Then I start to hear…Alan “Isn’t that 
the town of Rochester over on the right?” An “ Yup, I think 
it is.”  Alan “I think I see Winona Conrad airport over there 
on the left”.  Dan “I think your right.  And isn’t that La 
Crosse straight ahead?”  Alan “It sure is.  Dan “Do you 
see that quarry over there to our left?”  Alan “sure do”.  
Dan “That must be Elroy just up ahead.”  Alan “sure is.” 
 
This little guided tour went on for the entire ride home!!!  I 
say “Doesn’t anybody notice how we haven’t deviated 
more than 50 feet from our assigned altitude nor strayed 
more than a few feet from our heading?”  Alan “We don’t 
care about that kind of flying”.  So I throw the plane over 
on its side just for spite and to which Alan says……..”Ah, 
Kevin, you lost 100 feet on that maneuver.”  
 
We finally landed back at DeKalb around 5:00 PM, so 
much for being home for lunch.  I’ll have some explaining 
to do. Silly me. 
 
Another successful adventure in the trusted faded Yellow 
and white Arrow.   
 
p.s. Do you think Dan bought the Pietenpol project?  
Nah….he’ll continue to talk about how some day….  
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No oil leaking out of this Radial. 

 

 
Even in the hangar the cockpit is covered. 

 

 
Dan and Alan admiring from a far. 

 
Pietenpol wing.  

 

 
Pete’s stab. 

 

 
Dan and Alan playing cops and robber because the 

courtesy car is an ex cop car…. 


