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August 2009 Meeting 
 
The next general meeting of EAA Chapter 241 will be 
held at 6:30 PM on Monday, August 10, 2009 at 
Hangar Unit #3 DeKalb Airport DeKalb, IL 60115. 
(Hot dogs and refreshments will be served) 
 
Hangar Unit #3 is located just west of the main FBO. 
(Map located later in Newsletter) 
 

This month’s program will be a field trip to Steve 
Miller’s hangar (three down from meeting hangar) 
where we will check out his C-3 Champ and Pitts 
Special.  Steve will be happy to talk about both and 
answer any questions. 

 

 
From the Editor: 
By Kevin Frank 
 
Well, another “Oshkosh” has come and gone and as 
always, a great time was had by all.  If people thought 
attendance this year would be down due to the economic 
problems in the news and around the world, then nobody 
told airplane enthusiasts because it seemed as crowded 
and busy as ever.  
 
There were many new sights to see as well as plenty of 
old familiar ones.  Amongst the new ones were the arrival 
and flight demonstrations of the Airbus A-380 and Virgin 
Galactic’s “White Knight Two”.  Another first was the 
arrival and landing at a civilian airport of the unmanned 
(remote controlled) “Predator” surveillance airplane.  The 
Pitcairn PA-18 Autogiro also flew in and remained on 
display throughout the show as well. 
 

Some of the previous attractions and familiar sites were 
the hundreds of WWII war birds and classic airplanes.  
There was the former Grimes Beech 18 light test bed 
sporting more lights that a Manhattan Disco (it did look 
pretty cool at night) and the Red Bull aerobatic helicopter. 
 
There were also 2600+ show planes on display with over 
1000 homebuilts. 
 
But equally important, at least to me, was the time spent 
with friends, old and new.  Oshkosh provides me the 
opportunity to meet and catch up with friends from 
around the country.  Every year we all swear that we will 
arrange to get together throughout the year but inevitably 
that never happens.  Fortunately, Oshkosh provides us 
the forum and reason to travel great distances to get 
together. 
 
I already can’t wait until next year.  
 
The Chapter has a lot going on this moth.  On Saturday, 
August 15, we host another Young Eagle’s Rally at 
DeKalb.  We need pilots, planes, and lots of ground 
support so please plan to join us. 
 
Also, August 21-23, DeKalb airport will host the DeKalb 
Cornfest.  While this event can be a little inconvenient for 
local pilots, it’s a huge PR event for the airport.  It brings 
more local folks to the airport than any other event, and 
this year there will be aviation related activities. 
 
The Chapter has been asked to assist in this event.  Tom 
Cleveland has asked for our expertise in marshalling fly-
in visitors as well as oversee the transport of these 
visitors from their planes to the Cornfest grounds 
themselves.  Please carve out some time that weekend 
to assist in this endeavor. 
 
May you only experience strong tailwinds and I’ll see you 
all on Monday night. ☺ 
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Meeting Minutes: 
By Rose Ellen May 
 

 

Note: July and August meeting minutes have been 
combined 
 

Approval of the Minutes:  
June and July meeting minutes approved as 
submitted.  
  

Treasurer’s Report:  
Jim Auman reported that the Chapter still has 
money. 
  
Old Business:  
Rochelle’s 1

st
 YE event was a success with 30 

young eagles & 9 pilots. 
 
YE Credits from national ($395) to be used directly 
for YE and Boy Scout Merit Badge expenses. 
         
Boy Scout Merit Badge a success -- thank you 
Kevin!  14 scouts achieved their aviation merit 
badge.  The Scouts have asked us to repeat in 
2010 
 

Membership dues ($10) are now due. 
 
New Business:  
A committee of volunteers is needed to head up the 
transition plan for the move to the Chapter’s new 
home (Ruder’s field):  
 
We need a nominating committee to select 
candidates for Chapter President and Secretary.  
Candidates to be presented at the August general 
meeting.  Dan Thurnau & Rose Ellen volunteered 
for the nominating committee 
 
Oshkosh plans discussed: Who's going? Who’s 
Camping? Contact Ed Torbett 815.757.3419 or 
torbetted@yahoo.com 
 
Member recruitment thoughts were discussed.  It 
was decided to implement a “Bring A Friend – don’t 
come alone!” campaign for all members. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:30 PM 
 

***************************************** 

Meeting Program: 
 

Dan Halsper and Dan Thurnau presented 
information and demonstrations on the Stewart 
Aircraft Finishing Systems by  
www.StewartSystems.aero or 888.356.7659 
 
This system is non-hazardous and non-flammable 
and is lighter than other traditional fabric covering 
systems. 
 
Here is the schedule for future programs 

 
August- Dale Harvey, Gerald Thornhill 
September- Alan Abell, Dave Sniegocki 
October- Steve Doonan, Jack Bennett 
November – Kevin Frank, Rose May 
December – Tom Burgan, Ned Richer 
 

***************************************** 
 
Letters to the Editor: 
 

To: All Chapter members who attended Oshkosh 
this year, 

Please send any digital photos you may have taken 
of AirVenture to Rose Ellen May at 
mysweetbluebird@yahoo.com.  I'll update the 
Chapter PowerPoint with these new photos. 

Thanks, 

REM  

****************************************** 
Calendar of Events: 
  
Aug 10 Chapter 241 Monthly meeting 
 
Aug 15 Chapter 241 Young Eagles Rally (DeKalb) 
 
Aug 21-22 DeKalb Corn-Fest 
 
Aug 30 99’s Air Races (DeKalb) 
 
Sept 14 Chapter 241 Monthly meeting 
 
Sept 20 Chapter 241 Pancake Breakfast (Hinckley) 
 
Oct 10-11 DeKalb Antique Aircraft Fly-in 

****************************************** 
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Aviation Humor: 
 
 
This month we will present some “Flying Truths”. 
 

• It's better to be down here wishing you were 
up there, than up there wishing you were 
down here. 

 
• If you're ever faced with a forced landing at 

night, turn on the landing lights to see the 
landing area. If you don't like what you see, 
turn'em back off.  

 
• A check ride ought to be like a skirt, short 

enough to be interesting but still be long 
enough to cover everything.  

 
• Speed is life, altitude is life insurance. No 

one has ever collided with the sky.  
 

• Always remember you fly an airplane with 
your head, not your hands, and never let an 
airplane take you somewhere your brain 
didn't get to five minutes earlier.  

 
• Don't drop the aircraft in order to fly the 

microphone.  
 

• An airplane flies because of a principle 
discovered by Bernoulli, not Marconi.  

 
• "Unskilled" pilots are always found in the 

wreckage with their hand around the 
microphone.  

 
• If you push the stick forward, the houses get 

bigger; if you pull the stick back, they get 
smaller. (Unless you keep pulling the stick 
back-then they get bigger again.)  

 

• Hovering is for pilots who love to fly but have 
no place to go.  

 

• The only time you have too much fuel is 
when you're on fire. 

 
• Flying is the second greatest thrill known to 

man, landing is the first!  
 

• Everyone already knows the definition of a 
'good' landing is one from which you can 
walk away. But very few know the definition 
of a 'great' landing. It's the one after which 
you can use the airplane another time.  

 
• The probability of survival is equal to the 

angle of arrival.  
 

• You know you've landed with the wheels up 
when it takes full power to taxi.  

 
 

****************************************** 

 Can You Guess Where This 

Photo was taken? 
 

 
 
Send your answers to the Newsletter Editor. 

 
****************************************** 
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Chapter 241 Information: 
 

President Dale Harvey 

815-758-6948 dharvey564@msn.com  

     

Vice President Dan Thurnau 

815-895-6629 diggerdan@foxvalley.net 

  

Secretary Rose Ellen May 

815-375-1772 MySweetBlueBird@yahoo.com 

  

Treasurer Jim Auman  

815-899-8861 jimauman@comcast.net. 

 

Young Eagles Representative 

  Rose Ellen May 

815-375-1772 rose.may@countryfinancial.com  

 

Technical Counselors 

Jack Bennet 815-756-7712 

  piper50w@earthlink.net  

Ed Torbett 815-895-3888 

  torbetted@yahoo.com  

Gerald Thornhill 847-683-2781 

  flcamel@yahoo.com  

Jim Auman 815-899-8861 

(AB-DAR) jimauman@comcast.net  
 

Flight Advisors 

Gerald Thornhill 847-683-2781 

  flcamel@yahoo.com  

Jim Auman 815-899-8861 

  jimauman@comcast.net  

Jack Bennet 815-756-7712 

  piper50w@earthlink.net 

Fly-out Chairman Dan Thurnau 

815-895-6629 diggerdan@foxvalley.net  

 

News letter Editor  Kevin Frank 

630-881-9572 kevin.frank@infiniti.com  
 

Web Manager Mike Sabala 

  eaa@saahbs.net  
 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter Policy: This News Letter is published 

solely to provide information to members of EAA 

Chapter 241. The opinions presented are not 

necessarily the official opinions of the Chapter or 

EAA. Use of technical information is strictly at the 

user’s risk, as we do not claim to be authorities in 

any technical field. Letters, articles, ideas, etc., are 

welcome. The editor reserves the right to correct, 

shorten, and reject items at his/her discretion. Items 

will be printed on a space available basis. Any 

submissions over 200 words MUST be emailed 

unless previously arranged with the editor  

 

Editors of other aviation publications are 

welcome to reprint articles from this newsletter. We 

do ask, however, that author and source be 

acknowledged.  

 

Subscription to newsletter is a member benefit. 

Friends of EAA Chapter 241 who wish to be 

included in the mailing list can contact the Editor or 

any Chapter officer. 

 

Visitors are always welcome at Chapter meetings.  

 

******************************* 
Chapter Meeting Location: 
 
Hangar Unit #3,  Pleasant St. DeKalb, IL 60115.   
 

 
 

 

********************************* 



Pictures from Oshkosh 
 

 

Pietenpol 
 

 

 

Virgin Galactic’s “White Knight Two” 
 

 

Cool Paint Job!!  NOT!  It’s a vinyl Coating!! 
 

 

Macchi –M5  WWI fighter. 
 

 

Big A-380 engine….Little boy! 
 

 

Airbus A-380
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Now that’s a prop!! 
 

 

Is that a frog on top of the wing?? 
 

 

Pitcairn PA-18 Autogiro 
 

 

Hey, what are you doing up there??? 
 

 

Home during a week at Oshkosh 
 

 

Good by until next year! 


