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Dec 2009 Meeting 
 
The next general meeting of EAA Chapter 241 will be 
held at 6:30 PM on Monday, Dec 14, 2009 at Hangar 
Unit #3 DeKalb Airport DeKalb, IL 60115. (Hot dogs 
and refreshments will be served) 
 
Hangar Unit #3 is located just west of the main FBO. 
(Map located later in Newsletter) 
 

This month’s program will be a presentation by Scott 
Carlson.  He will be speaking about the Angel Flight 
program. Angel Flight arranges free air transportation 
for charitable and medical needs.  Come and listen to 
how GA helps support a great cause. 

 

 
From the Editor: 
By Kevin Frank 
 

This month’s ramblings from the Editor will be short 
and sweet. 
 
� Don’t forget that the Chapter’s first annual Holiday 

Gala is scheduled for Saturday, January 16 – it will 
include catered dinner, drinks and dancing for only 
$10 per person.  Details will follow. 

 
� We are looking for a few members to sit on the 

Budget/Finance Committee.  This committee will 
be responsible for reviewing past income and 
expenditures and then ultimately establish our 
chapter’s 2010 budget.  We will discuss this during 
the general meeting. 

� We are also looking for someone to volunteer for 
the position of Fly-out Chairman.  This position 
just determines and coordinates fun place for the 
chapter to “fly-out” to on a monthly basis.  This will 
also be discussed further at the general meeting 

 

� Annual Chapter membership dues ($20) are due 
this January.  Please forward to Jim Auman. 

 
May you only experience strong tailwinds and I’ll see 
you all on Monday night. ☺ 

 

 

Meeting Minutes: 
By Rose Ellen May 
 

 

EAA 241’s December Business Meeting was held 
Sunday, December 6, 2009, Parkway Inn, Sycamore 
Attendance: Rose Ellen May, Dan Thurnau, Kevin 
Frank, Tim Hunter, Jim Allen 
 

  
Treasurer’s Report:  

• Jim Auman, via email, provided a recap of bank 
account balances and a detailed delineation of 
expenditures since 8/08, from which we will create 
a 2010 operating budget based on past expenses. 
Chapter is looking for volunteers to make up 

the committee to create a working annual 

budget. 
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Old Business:  

• The potential transition plan to Ruder airport was 
discussed. Dan Thurnau and Kevin Frank will 
continue to explore 

• Holiday Dinner Dance is scheduled for Saturday, 
January 16 at DeKalb Taylor Municipal Airport – 
Dance will include catered dinner, drinks and 
dancing.  Members are asked to commit by paying 
$10 prior to the event in order to give the caterer 
an accurate count. 

 

New Business:  

• President Dan Thurnau appointed Glenn Bunger 
and Tim Hunter as directors.  Approved by K 
Frank, R May, J Allen 

• Name Tags: Clip on Name Tags will be printed for 
current Members and paper tags will be available 
for guests at each Program Meeting, Chapter 
Events, etc. 

• We will schedule 2010 Chapter Events at the 
January 2010 Meetings 

 

***************************************** 
Meeting Program: 
 
Kevin Frank did a presentation on the building of his 
Wheeler Express homebuilt.  The Wheeler is an all 
composite, four-place, low wing, tricycle gear plane. 
 
Kevin went through an extensive slide show that 
covered the various stages of the building process 
which took nine years to complete.  He discussed how 
numerous components (tail feathers, cowl…) which 
weren’t available from the manufacturer at the time 
were built from scratch. 
 

 
Rough cutting the foam plug for the cowl 
 

 
Foam cowl plug ready for layers of fiberglass cloth. 
 

 
First assembled at home in the driveway. 
 

 
First engine run in driveway 
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Completed airplane (in parts) relocated to a hangar 
and ready for final assembly 

 
Complete and flying 
 
Here is the schedule for future programs 

 

December – Tom Burgan, Ned Richer 
January – Glenn Burger, Paul Taylor 
February – Jim Metallo, Merissa Doonan 
March – Gene Ruder, Gerry Thornhill 
April - Mark Delhotal, Larry Salerno 
 

***************************************** 
 

Letters to the Editor: 
 
N/A 
 

****************************************** 
Calendar of Events: 
  
Dec 14 Chapter 241 Monthly meeting 
 

Jan 11 Chapter 241 Monthly meeting 
 
Jan 16  Chapter 241 Holiday Gala Hangar Dance 
 
Feb 11 Chapter 241 Monthly meeting 
 
Mar 8 Chapter 241 Monthly meeting 
 

****************************************** 
 

 

 

Aviation Humor: 
 
 
The following were taken from the Avweb.com 
website. 
 
Heard over northern Florida:  
Jacksonville Center: "Delta 123: Turn left, heading 
320."  
Delta 123: "Is that a 320 heading for Delta 123?" 
Jacksonville Center: "No, that should be, 'Turn left, 
heading 230' for Delta 123. Sorry about that. Five out 
of four controllers are dyslexic."  

Delta 123: "No problem. Five out of three pilots, same 
thing. Delta 123 turning left, heading 230."  
 
 
 
On a recent trip in my Cirrus from KSAV to KPDK, I 
had this exchange with Atlanta Approach. (This was 
right after the FL-GA football game where the Gators 
won ... again.)  
ATL: "N267CP, you are cleared to PDK via the 
TRBOW8 arrival. Proceed direct from present position 
to TRBOW."  

N267CP (me) : "N267CP cleared direct TRBOW for 
the TRBOW8. Are you sure that shouldn't be renamed 
TEBOW for the beating that your Bulldogs took?"  

ATL: "N267CP, one more remark about the beat 
down, and I will amend your clearance to IAH, LAX 
direct PDK!"  
N267CP "N267CP O.K. TRBOW8 it is!"  
ATL: "Smart man." 
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Chapter 241 Information: 
 

President Dan Thurnau  
815-895-6629 diggerdan@foxvalley.net 
     
Vice President Kevin Frank 
630-881-9572 kevin.frank@infiniti.com 
  
Secretary Rose Ellen May 
815-375-1772 MySweetBlueBird@yahoo.com 
  
Treasurer Jim Auman  
815-899-8861 jimauman@comcast.net. 
 

Young Eagles Representative 
  Rose Ellen May 
815-375-1772 rose.may@countryfinancial.com  
 

Technical Counselors 
Jack Bennett 815-756-7712 
  piper50w@earthlink.net  
Ed Torbett 815-895-3888 
  torbetted@yahoo.com  
Gerald Thornhill 847-683-2781 
  flcamel@yahoo.com  
Jim Auman 815-899-8861 
(AB-DAR) jimauman@comcast.net  
 

 

Flight Advisors 
Gerald Thornhill 847-683-2781 
  flcamel@yahoo.com  
Jim Auman 815-899-8861 
  jimauman@comcast.net  
Jack Bennet 815-756-7712 
  piper50w@earthlink.net 
 
Fly-out Chairman Dan Thurnau 
815-895-6629 diggerdan@foxvalley.net  
 
News letter Editor  Kevin Frank 
630-881-9572 kevin.frank@infiniti.com  
 

Web Manager Mike Sabala 
  eaa@saahbs.net  
 
 
 

 

 

 

Newsletter Policy: This News Letter is published 
solely to provide information to members of EAA 
Chapter 241. The opinions presented are not 
necessarily the official opinions of the Chapter or 
EAA. Use of technical information is strictly at the 
user’s risk, as we do not claim to be authorities in any 
technical field. Letters, articles, ideas, etc., are 
welcome. The editor reserves the right to correct, 
shorten, and reject items at his/her discretion. Items 
will be printed on a space available basis. Any 
submissions over 200 words MUST be emailed 
unless previously arranged with the editor  
 
Editors of other aviation publications are welcome 
to reprint articles from this newsletter. We do ask, 
however, that author and source be acknowledged.  

 
Subscription to newsletter is a member benefit. 
Friends of EAA Chapter 241 who wish to be included 
in the mailing list can contact the Editor or any 
Chapter officer. 
 
Visitors are always welcome at Chapter meetings.  
 

******************************* 
Chapter Meeting Location: 
 
Hangar Unit #3, Pleasant St. DeKalb, IL 60115.   
 

 
 



Flying tips when it’s cold outside. 

(Portions lifted from another unknown publication) 

When it's below freezing, a thorough preheat is just as essential 
as the studious scrutiny of preflight. Without one, your engine's 
moving parts will be straining to prevail over viscous, syrupy oil, 
and your cold-soaked battery will struggle against the increased 
resistance and a greatly increased load. Bone-dry cylinders will 
be scored as pistons grind against them. For any frozen engine, 
coercion by force only brings higher operating costs and an early 
overhaul.  

Opinions vary as to what the cutoff is, but below 32 degrees 
Fahrenheit (0 degrees Celsius), a gentler means of persuasion 
should be considered. A lucky few of us have the best preheat 
option of all: a warm hangar. In all my flying, I've enjoyed such a 
refuge exactly once. If you do have a hangar, even it's an icebox 
but it has electricity, an oil sump heater or preheat system is a 
good idea.  

Even before the preflight, what you do after a previous flight - in 
this case replenishing fuel - can be important. Condensation of 
water in partially filled fuel tanks can be bad news. Consider 
filling up after landing (winter or summer).  

When I walk up to an airplane, regardless of how cold it is, the 
first thing I do is waggle the wings. By the time I get around to 
draining the sumps, maybe 10 or 15 minutes later, I've allowed 
some time for any water to settle to the lowest points. Then I get 
that preheat going while I complete the rest of my preflight.  

It's natural to want to expedite a preflight when the outside 
temperature is low, but just when you want to hurry is precisely 
when you should take your time. Also, interruptions can lead to 
skipped checklist items, so if you get distracted by a friendly 
conversation (or a mug of hot chocolate), recheck the item you 
left off with and resume from there. Thoroughly check the fuel 
drains for entrained water. Examine the heater shrouds for 
cracks or gaps. And make sure you have a carbon monoxide 
testing patch in the cockpit (and that it hasn't expired).  

Check all vents and even the crankcase breather line 
(underneath, usually by the nosewheel) for obstructions or 
condensed vapor. Frozen water vapor can plug up the breather 
line and give your engine a terminal case of iceclerosis, where 
pressure builds up and causes the oil filler cap to blow off, or 
ruptures a seal. Don't let water or melted ice get near hinges or 
other critical moving parts. Of course, check for ice or water in 
any vent, static port, and the pitot tube. All openings are targets 
for obstruction by ice.  

Do not use an automotive scraper to remove snow and frost from 
the airplane! You can fashion a push-broom-style remover. You 
should carry several towels or cotton rags in your car to rub off all 
frost from the wings, or perhaps your flight school or FBO can 
provide deicing fluid for the task - ask for instruction in its proper 
use. Conscientious removal of snow and ice from airfoil surfaces 
is important, because even a light frost can sap the wing's lifting 
capacity.  

Be sure to use the correct amount of oil (obviously), as well as 
the right grade, as indicated in your pilot's operating handbook - it 
might call for a different viscosity during cold-temperature 
operations. When it's cold, things get less flexible, and different 
materials react differently: check hoses, hydraulic fittings, and 
seals. In blowing snow, make sure all openings are clear, such 
as carburetor and heater intakes, and fuel vents..  

Once the preheat is done, it's time to start the engine and 
resume the checklists. Wait too long and things may get cold 
quickly; you can do any cockpit resource management after the 
engine is really warmed up. First, always use your manufacturer's 
recommendations for cold-weather operations, and with cold-
weather starts, always have a fire extinguisher handy. Once 
things are warmer under the cowling, here are some points to 
consider between the warm-up and the start-up. In cold weather, 
you will obviously need more primer than normal. If your engine 
isn't as preheated as you thought, it is possible to get frosty 
sparkplugs. This happens when it runs a few seconds, then 
quits; the cylinders are still cold, and water vapor freezes on the 
spark plugs' electrodes. If that occurs, you're not going anywhere 
quickly. If it's really cold, a slow idle may not keep the plugs warm 
enough, either.  

Your engine may be warming up, but be aware that your control 
cables (such as for the throttle and carburetor heat) may still be 
working under the load of congealed lubricants. Be wary of 
sluggish starting; if you don't preheat long enough, you may 
mistake sloth for starvation and overprime the engine. 
Overpriming could also result in scored cylinder walls from 
having washed them down with avgas (not to mention poorer 
compression, which will make starting even harder).  For 
constant-speed props, cycle the prop several times to fill the 
propeller hub with warm oil. Just be careful not to "deep-cycle" it.  

Oil pressure should be in the green within 60 seconds at about 
1,000 rpm. (That's a rule of thumb. Follow your POH.) Now 
you're sitting in a warmed-up airplane, ready to taxi. In a word, do 
it s-l-o-w-l-y! This goes double when there's snow and ice on the 
ground. Braking may be poor to nil, and even your tricycle-gear 
airplane may weathervane into a breeze. Avoid short turns and 
quick stops. Snow may be covering an ice slick. And give snow 
banks a wide berth! During the first few seconds of your run-up, 
make sure you're not moving. Also, before you take off into any 
weather (and especially instrument meteorological conditions, if 
the weather allows and you're appropriately rated), be sure that 
your cockpit and instruments have warmed up. A vacuum-driven 
gyro, for example, can be unreliable below about 40 degrees 
Fahrenheit.  

Finally, you’re ready to fly.  

 

 



Going away party for Dale Harvey and Ed Torbett 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7 

 7 

 


