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November 2010 Meeting 
 
The next general meeting of EAA Chapter 241 will be 

held at 6:30 PM on Monday, Nov 8, 2010 at the home 

of Chapter Member Ned Richer.  His address is 
6n428 Palomino Dr,  Saint Charles, IL .   
Directions are located later in the newsletter. 
 

For this month’s program Ned will be showing the 
membership the progress he has made on his RV9 
project.  He will also be serving a secret family recipe 
for BBQ Chicken.  

 

 

Ramblings from  

your Editor: 
By Kevin Frank 
 

Well, I guess summer is over.  How do I know 
that? It’s dark when I wake up, I’ve had to 
scrape frost off my car in the morning, and my 
Express climbs like crazy (thick air I’m told).  I 
like that 2000+ ft/min climb.  It makes me feel 
like I’m flying something fueled with Jet A. 
 
But I really didn’t need that climb performance 
last month to participate in the Chapter’s first 

annual Corn Maze Treasure Hunt.  It was a 
blast and no one had to climb higher than 2500 
ft to find and photograph the various corn 
mazes. 
 
We had nine airplanes participate in the hunt 
and a total of 25 folks join us for lunch at the 
conclusion of the event at Gene and Bonnie 

Ruder’s private field.  Check out the pictures 
later in the newsletter. 
 
Another neat thing happened last month.  I 
received an unusually high number of reply 

emails to the video clip on the “1941 ‘Ford B24 

Liberator’, Willow Run Plant” I sent out to the 
Chapter.  It appears that everyone who saw the 
video thought it was great and in some cases it 
sparked some old memories. I have included 

one of those reply emails in the “Letters to the 

Editor” section.  Be sure to check it out.   
 
For those who missed it you can see it again by 
clicking on the following link  
http://xa.yimg.com/kq/groups/15654030/1604
819366/name/bomber_plant.wmv 

 
Also in the Letters to the Editor section, be sure 
to check out the letter from Tim Hunter regarding 
their recent trip with Foster Looney up to 
Oshkosh.  It’s a great story. 
 
Additionally, I wish to remind everyone that there 
will be elections held at this Monday’s Chapter 
meeting.  Up for grabs are the position of 
Chapter Vice President and Chapter Treasurer.  
 
If you are interested in either of these two 
coveted positions, please contact either Tom 
Burgan “boeingdriver@earthlink.net” or Wes 
Lundsberg “Lundsberg777@gmail.com” with 
your intentions.  Or, you can just join us that 
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night and let the Chapter know you would like to 
run.  
 

Finally, you all are invited to a birthday 

party/pig roost on Saturday Nov 6 at the 

DeKalb corporate hangars, for Eric Dienst one 
of our chapter members and a past Chapter 
Secretary.  The pig will be put on the spit Friday 
night and served around noon on Saturday.  
Come and help Eric celebrate his 30

th
 birthday 

in style.  Fly in, drive in, walk in.  I am sure 
there will be some fine refreshments. Steve 
Miller will be roasting the pig. 
 
May you only experience strong tailwinds and I’ll 
see you all on Tuesday night. ☺ 

 

 

 

 

Meeting Minutes: 
By Rose Ellen May 
 

 

The Business meeting is scheduled for 

Sunday Nov 7.  As such, there are no 

minutes to report at this time. 
 

 

***************************************** 
 

 

Meeting Program: 
 
The September program consisted of a special 

presentation by the FAA of the Wright Brothers 

Master Pilot Award to our own Gene Ruder. It 
was tremendous event, attended by 
approximately 75+ people, with presentations, 
slide show, and catered dinner.   
 
Be sure to check out the pictures later in the 
newsletter. 
 
 
 
 
 

Here is the schedule for future programs 

 

Dec – Tom Burgan, Dan Helsper  

January – Glenn Burger, Paul Taylor 

February – Wes Lundsberg, Eric Dienst 

March – Gene Ruder, Gerry Thornhill 

April - Mark Delhotal, Larry Salerno 

May – Jeff Kohlert John Chalfant 

June –Mike Sabala, Tim Hunter 

July – Dan Thurnau, Alan Abell 

Aug – Jim Allen, Jim Allen 

Sept – Dave Sniegocki, Rose May 

Oct – Steve Doonan, Jack Bennett 

Nov – Kevin Frank, Ned Richer 

Dec – Tom Burgan, Dan Helsper  
 

 

****************************************** 
 

Calendar of Events: 
  
Nov 8 – Chapter 241 Monthly meeting 
 
Dec 13 – Chapter 241 Monthly meeting 
 
Jan 9 - Chapter 241 Monthly meeting 
 
Feb 13 – Chapter 241 Monthly meeting 
 
Mar 13 – Chapter 241 Monthly meeting 
 
Mar 29 – Sun & Fun 
 
Apr 10 – Chapter 241 Monthly meeting 
 
May 8 – Chapter 241 Monthly meeting 
 
June 12 – Chapter 241 Monthly meeting 
 
July 10 – Chapter 241 Monthly meeting 
 
July 23 - Oshkosh 

 

****************************************** 
 



3 

 3 

What is this? 
 
Last month’s challenge was to identify this plane.  I 
received a number of correct responses but the first 
correct response was from Tom Burgan who knew 
that it was an F-94C. 
 
By the way, it was located, on display, at a memorial 
in Erie PA.  
 

 
 
 

 

Letters to the Editor: 
 

Foster E Looney’s Trek to Oshkosh 

 
As many of you may or may not know, Foster E 
Looney, a long time resident of DeKalb, IL, who 
recently made a presentation to our chapter of his 
WWII exploits as a Navy Dive Bomber… who 
subsequently during WWII was awarded the Navy 
Cross for valor… finally went to EAA HQ in Oshkosh. 
On Oct 29

th
, 2010, Foster, accompanied by his son 

Patrick, along with Jim Auman, Tim Hunter and Pat 
Balentyne, flew up to EAA HQ (OSH) with the 
primary mission to see the EAA Museum. The 
weather was awesome that Friday afternoon and 
took about an hour to (OSH).  

We were greeting by Steve Buss, Chapter 
Relations Director, who picked us up at the airport 
and took us to the EAA HQ museum. He also 
provided a brief tour the Weeks hangar containing 
several war birds and other assorted aircraft. As we 
entered the main entrance of the museum, we 
were greeted by Paul Poberezny, the founder of 
the EAA. Paul was extremely gracious and brought 
with him a reporter to record Foster’s WWII exploits 

that Paul wanted to hear about. We probably spent 
over 45 minutes or so with Paul listening to Foster’s 
story of his part in the attack on a Japanese aircraft 
carrier for which he was awarded the Navy Cross. 
Foster was overwhelmed to say the least.  

From there Foster was taken to lunch and 
introduced to the EAA Board of Directors by Tom 
Poberezny, former CEO of the EAA. Tom was 
initially there to address the EAA Board of Directors 
during their luncheon, but deterred from his 
schedule to introduce Foster E Looney and read 
the official government write-up to the group. 
Foster was again overwhelmed and indicated that 
nobody had ever made such a fuss over him 
before.   

After lunch Foster was given a private tour of the 
museum by Steve Buss. We started with the 
Eagles Hanger, containing a number of war birds 
two P-51’s, an F4U, etc… From there we went on 
to view the main floor of the museum to see the 
rest of the aircraft collection.  

All in all, the folks at EAA HQ could not have been 
more attentive and gracious.  

For those of you that are not familiar with the Navy 

Cross.. The Navy Cross is the highest medal that 
can be awarded by the United States Department 
of the Navy and the second highest award given for 
valor. It is normally awarded to only members of 
the United States Navy, Marine Corps and Coast 
Guard but could be awarded to all branches of 
United States military as well as members of 
foreign militaries. It was established by Act of 
Congress (Pub.L. 65-253) and approved on 
February 4, 1919. The Navy Cross is equivalent to 
the Distinguished Service Cross (Army) and the Air 
Force Cross. 

Point of information, there were 2,889 Navy 
Crosses awarded to WWII Navy personnel, 
according to the official Navy Cross website.  

LOONEY, FOSTER E. 

Synopsis: 
The President of the United States takes pleasure 
in presenting the Navy Cross to Foster E. Looney, 
Ensign, U.S. Navy (Reserve), for extraordinary 
heroism in operations against the enemy while 
serving as Pilot of a carrier-based Navy Dive 
Bomber in Bombing Squadron TWO (VB-2), 
embarked from the U.S.S. HORNET (CV-12), in 
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action against the enemy fleet in the vicinity of the 
East Philippine Sea on 20 June 1944. By his 
brilliant airmanship, aggressive fighting spirit and 
unwavering devotion to duty, Ensign Looney 
contributed materially to the success of our 
operations in this historic engagement, and his 
great personal valor in the face of grave peril was 
in keeping with the highest traditions of the United 
States Naval Service. 
Born: November 29, 1922 at Fort Worth, Texas 
Home Town: Fort Worth, Texas  

Someone you should know…. 

Tim Hunter 

EAA #824354 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 

Re: “1941 ‘Ford B24 Liberator’, Willow Run 

Plant 

 
Thanks for that Kevin. 
 
The B-17 got all the PR but the B-24 carried all the 
load and did most of the heavy lifting.  It wasn't 
operational as early, wasn't as easy to fly and 
wasn't as sexy looking but it was faster and more 
effective. 
 
In late '43 my Dad picked up a brand new B-24J 
like the ones shown there at Willow Run and flew it 
to England via Gander, Kef and Prestwick.  I 
believe that at the time he had accumulated 
something in the neighborhood of four to five 
hundred hours total pilot time.  After his death, in 
his things I found the dome-shaped control yolk 
placard he "liberated" from that airplane as well as 
a number of snapshots of that and a number of 
other aircraft up to their waist guns in snow while  
weathered in at Gander enroute.  When watching 
the movie, look at the number of openings in the 
fuselage and lack of any insulation.  Imagine how 
cold and miserable it was at altitude in the middle of 
winter! 
 
When they arrived in the 'Theater" he was very 
disappointed when the powers that be took away 
his pretty new bomber and assigned the new guys  
a very war weary O.D. painted B-24D (no front 
turret and a few other differences) named "Latrine 
Rumor".  I have to assume that the intention was 
not to waste a new aircraft to an untested crew.  He 

later inherited another J model....although by that 
time somewhat used.....and flew "Tea for Tommy" 
mostly for the rest of the war. 
 
Except for some notable TDYs that are not very 
well documented, he flew with the 93rd. BG (AKA 
"Ted's Traveling Circus" that had earlier in the war 
famously pulled off the Polesti raid) 409 sq. out of 
Hardwick in East Anglia.  At 27 he was the oldest 
pilot in the squadron, one of the oldest men on 
base flying or not and also one of the oldest men in 
the whole 93rd. BG.  They called him "Pappy". 
 
I also have some snapshots taken from  the air 
after hostilities ended during low altitude tours 
made with bombers full of ground crew flown to  
show them how much their efforts contributed to 
Axis destruction.  Utter devastation.  I think of them 
and of him each time I see movies or newsreels 
from that interesting era.  These few documents, 
some records, photos and log book along with the 
very rare accounts and recollections related by 
members of his crew with whom he stayed in touch 
when I was a child, are the only way I could piece 
any of this together.  Even though he stayed in the 
reserves and retired in the '60s as a Colonel, Dad  
would never talk about the war.  He loved flying and 
would readily share experiences of flying various 
airplanes but none of his stories included  
actual combat operations.  He was above all else, a 
very fair and humane man who seemed ill at ease 
with his participation in all the destruction.  The 
most I ever heard him say about it was once when 
he'd asked me where I'd been flying.  I said that I'd 
just returned from Frankfurt.  He just hung his head 
and quietly said "Hummm, Frankfurt.  We bombed 
the shit out of that place......."  and then he changed 
the subject. 
 
At the end of the war Dad's log book shows a total 
flight time of about 1000 hours.  To add some 
perspective, when I was hired by AA I had  
accumulated nearly 8000 hr. TT.  At about the 
same age as he was with 1000 hours in my log 
book it didn't even qualify me to fly people on  
charter flights to Willow Run......... 
 
Alan (Abell) 
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Chapter 241 Information: 
 

President Dan Thurnau  
815-895-6629 diggerdan@foxvalley.net 
     

Vice President Kevin Frank 
630-881-9572 kevin.frank@infiniti.com 
  

Secretary Rose Ellen May 
815-375-1772 MySweetBlueBird@yahoo.com 
  

Treasurer Jim Auman  
815-899-8861 jimauman@comcast.net. 

 

Young Eagles Representative 
  Rose Ellen May 
815-375-1772 rose.may@countryfinancial.com  

 

Technical Counselors 
Jack Bennett 815-756-7712 
  piper50w@earthlink.net  
Gerald Thornhill 847-683-2781 
  flcamel@yahoo.com  
Jim Auman 815-899-8861 
(AB-DAR) jimauman@comcast.net  
 

 

Flight Advisors 
Gerald Thornhill 847-683-2781 
  flcamel@yahoo.com  
Jim Auman 815-899-8861 
  jimauman@comcast.net  
Jack Bennet 815-756-7712 
  piper50w@earthlink.net 
 

Fly-out Chairman Dan Thurnau 
815-895-6629 diggerdan@foxvalley.net  
 

News letter Editor  Kevin Frank 
630-881-9572 kevin.frank@infiniti.com  
 

Web Manager Mike Sabala 
  eaa@saahbs.net  
 
 
 

 

 

 

Newsletter Policy: This News Letter is published 
solely to provide information to members of EAA 
Chapter 241. The opinions presented are not 
necessarily the official opinions of the Chapter or 
EAA. Use of technical information is strictly at the 
user’s risk, as we do not claim to be authorities in 
any technical field. Letters, articles, ideas, etc., are 
welcome. The editor reserves the right to correct, 
shorten, and reject items at his/her discretion. Items 
will be printed on a space available basis. Any 
submissions over 200 words MUST be emailed 
unless previously arranged with the editor  
 

Editors of other aviation publications are 
welcome to reprint articles from this newsletter. We 
do ask, however, that author and source be 
acknowledged.  
 

Subscription to newsletter is a member benefit. 
Friends of EAA Chapter 241 who wish to be 
included in the mailing list can contact the Editor or 
any Chapter officer. 
 
Visitors are always welcome at Chapter meetings.  
 

******************************* 
Chapter Meeting Location: 
 

Home of Ned Richer.  6n428 Palomino Dr,  Saint Charles) 
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Corn Maze Treasure Hunt!! 
 

 
Air Boss dictating safety procedures 
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Thanks to the pretty help that day! 
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Gene Ruder receives the FAA of the 

Wright Brothers Master Pilot Award 
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