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Dec 2010 Meeting 
 
The next general meeting of EAA Chapter 241 will be 

held at 6:30 PM on Monday, December 13, 2010 at 

the DeKalb Airport FBO .   

Directions are located later in the newsletter. 
 

For this month’s program Tom Burgan will lead a 
discussion on his involvement in accident investigation 
with Delta Airlines. 

 

 

Ramblings from  

your Editor: 
By Kevin Frank 
 

Good News, December’s chapter meeting will 
be the first meeting held in our new home.  EAA 

Chapter 241’s new home is the FBO building 
at the DeKalb Municipal Airport. 
 
Your Chapter’s Directors have had numerous 
discussions with Airport and FBO management 
and it was agreed that our home should be at 
the airport, more specifically, the main 
building/FBO.  We do so much work to promote 
the airport and aviation that this arrangement 
makes perfect sense.  Ahhhhhh, Home Sweat 
Home! 
 
Speaking of warm holiday feelings, mark your 
calendars.  EAA Chapter 241 is holding its 

second annual Holiday Gala on Saturday 
January 15.  Like last year, there will be dinner, 

music, slide shows, decorations and great 
camaraderie (maybe, even some dancing).  Be 
sure to save the date.  Details to follow. 
 
As always, we are looking for volunteers.  There 

are two slots open on our Chapter’s Board of 

Directors.  The Board meets once a month to 
discuss Chapter business.  If you would like to 
lend your ideas and support to the Chapter in 
this way, please let Dan Thurnau know.  
 
One of the reasons for having a Chapter is to 
engage in activities that support, cultivate and 
educate its members and the general public, on 
different aspects of aviation.  That is why the 
primary focus of our monthly meetings is on the 
programs that our members arrange for us.   
 
These programs are always educational and 
entertaining, whether it’s simply a movie on the 
development of a particular plane or a tour of 
someone’s homebuilt project.   
 
I try to establish an annual schedule of who’s 
responsible for each month’s programs.  That 
schedule can be found later in the newsletter.  
Please be sure to review the schedule and let 
me know if the date assigned to you is OK.  I 
have already made some changes due to 
conflicts so let me know. 
 
Finally, 2010 has been a great year for the 
chapter.  We had a lot of activities and a lot of 
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fun.  I look forward to 2011 and want to wish 
everyone Merry Christmas (don’t care if I’m 
politically correct), Happy Holidays and a Happy 
New Year!! 
 
May you only experience strong tailwinds and I’ll 
see you all on Monday night. ☺ 

 

 

 

Meeting Minutes: 
By Rose Ellen May 
 

 

EAA 241 Business Meeting was held Sunday, 

Dec 5, 2010, at the Parkway Inn, Sycamore 

Attendees: Tom Burgan, Kevin Frank, Rose 
Ellen May, and Dan Thurnau. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: 
• Chapter’s bank account continues to remain 

healthy. 
 

Old Business:  
EAA Oshkosh Memorial Bricks for Don 
Straughn and GeneRuder – Dan has completed 
paperwork and will forward to headquarters. 
 

Trailer is repaired and is stored in a farm 
implement building on airport property.  Steve 
Doonan supplied steel flooring.  Payment for 
repair was made to Fly America 
 
Kevin will print the cover letter and newsletter to 
be mailed to 200 people from EAA membership 
list. 
 

New Business: 
Winter Gala will be Jan 15 2011 (Rose Ellen, 
Bonnie & Kevin will plan) 
  
Meeting adjourned at 8:06 PM 
 

 

***************************************** 
 

 

 

Meeting Program: 
 
The November program was held at Chapter 
member Ned Richer’s house.  Ned is building an 
RV 9A.  In addition to bringing the membership 
up-to-speed on his progress with the RV 9, Ned 
showed us a film on the history of the Van’s 
Aircraft Factory.   
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Thanks for a great presentation. 
 

Here is the schedule for future programs 

 

January – Jeff Kohlert, John Chalfant  

February – Glenn Burger, Paul Taylor  

March – Gene Ruder, Gerry Thornhill 

April – Dwain Adkins, Kris Siuba 

May – Wes Lundsberg, Eric Dienst 

June –Mike Sabala, Tim Hunter 

July – Dan Thurnau, Alan Abell 

Aug – Jim Allen, Jim Auman 

Sept – Dave Sniegocki, Rose May 

Oct – Steve Doonan, Jack Bennett 

Nov – Kevin Frank, Ned Richer 

Dec – Tom Burgan, Dan Helsper  
 

****************************************** 
 

Calendar of Events: 
  
Jan 9 - Chapter 241 Monthly meeting 
 
Feb 13 – Chapter 241 Monthly meeting 
 
Mar 13 – Chapter 241 Monthly meeting 
 
Mar 29 – Sun & Fun 
 

Apr 10 – Chapter 241 Monthly meeting 
 
May 8 – Chapter 241 Monthly meeting 
 
June 12 – Chapter 241 Monthly meeting 
 
July 10 – Chapter 241 Monthly meeting 
 
July 23 - Oshkosh 

****************************************** 
 

What is this? 
 

We have a slightly different twist on this 
month’s “What is This” column.  It’s a trivia 
question. 
 

What value did a judge place on 

the 1903 Wright Flyer for 

purposes of probate after 

Orville's death? 
 
Email your answers to the Editor’s email 
address. 
 
 

Letters to the Editor: 
 

To:  EAA Chapter 241 News Letter Editor 
 
Dear Kevin,   
 
I would like to thank Chapter 241 members for 
so graciously honoring me on the evening of 
October 12, 2010 by placing my name on a 
brick at the Brown Arch on the EAA grounds at 
Oshkosh.  It was very thoughtful of you to 
select such a truly distinctive gift. 
 
I also want to thank the Chapter members for 
all the planning and work needed to make the 
Wright Brothers Master Pilot Award 
presentation so memorable. 
 
I had a wonderful time and I hope you all did as 
well.  To everyone, my sincere thanks.   
 
Gene Ruder 
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Chapter 241 Information: 
 

President Dan Thurnau  
815-895-6629 diggerdan@foxvalley.net 
     

Vice President Kevin Frank 
630-881-9572 kevin.frank@infiniti.com 
  

Secretary Rose Ellen May 
815-375-1772 MySweetBlueBird@yahoo.com 
  

Treasurer Jim Auman  
815-899-8861 jimauman@comcast.net. 

 

Young Eagles Representative 
  Rose Ellen May 
815-375-1772 rose.may@countryfinancial.com  

 

Technical Counselors 
Jack Bennett 815-756-7712 
  piper50w@earthlink.net  
Gerald Thornhill 847-683-2781 
  flcamel@yahoo.com  
Jim Auman 815-899-8861 
(AB-DAR) jimauman@comcast.net  
 

 

Flight Advisors 
Gerald Thornhill 847-683-2781 
  flcamel@yahoo.com  
Jim Auman 815-899-8861 
  jimauman@comcast.net  
Jack Bennet 815-756-7712 
  piper50w@earthlink.net 
 

Fly-out Chairman Dan Thurnau 
815-895-6629 diggerdan@foxvalley.net  
 

News letter Editor  Kevin Frank 
630-881-9572 kevin.frank@infiniti.com  
 

Web Manager Mike Sabala 
  eaa@saahbs.net  
 

 
 

 

 

 

Newsletter Policy: This News Letter is published 
solely to provide information to members of EAA 
Chapter 241. The opinions presented are not 
necessarily the official opinions of the Chapter or 
EAA. Use of technical information is strictly at the 
user’s risk, as we do not claim to be authorities in 
any technical field. Letters, articles, ideas, etc., are 
welcome. The editor reserves the right to correct, 
shorten, and reject items at his/her discretion. Items 
will be printed on a space available basis. Any 
submissions over 200 words MUST be emailed 
unless previously arranged with the editor  
 

Editors of other aviation publications are 
welcome to reprint articles from this newsletter. We 
do ask, however, that author and source be 
acknowledged.  
 

Subscription to newsletter is a member benefit. 
Friends of EAA Chapter 241 who wish to be 
included in the mailing list can contact the Editor or 
any Chapter officer. 
 
Visitors are always welcome at Chapter meetings.  
 

******************************* 
Chapter Meeting Location: 
 
 

DeKalb Taylor Airport FBO building (East Hangar) 
 

   


