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Feb 2011 Meeting 
 
The next general meeting of EAA Chapter 241 will be 
held at 6:30 PM on Monday, Feb 14, 2011 at the 

DeKalb airport FBO Hangar.  Directions are located 

later in the newsletter. 
 
For this month’s program will be a movie on the 
development of Piper’s famous Cherokee line.  
Light dinner served before hand. 

 

 

 

Ramblings from  

your Editor: 
By Kevin Frank 
 

Good news!!!! Punxsutawney Phil did not see 
his shadow (thanks to the major snowstorm that 
swept across the country), therefore spring is 
right around the corner.  Heck, as I write this the 
temps are forecasted to be in the 30s next 
week!!  Maybe, I can dig out my hangar.  The 
itch to go flying is killing me. 
------------------------------------------------------------- 
Speaking of flying, don’t forget that we are 
planning monthly fly-outs starting in April.  
Every 3

rd
 Saturday will be slated for a fly-out.  

Destinations will be communicated in advanced 
so if you have a plane, please plan to join in the 
fun.  If you have a butt, then please plan to join 
in the fun.  We want both planes and butts to fill 
them so mark your calendars. 
-------------------------------------------------------------- 

This past Holiday Gala was a hit.  Due to the 
uncertainty of utilizing a location on the airport, 
as in last year, we elected to move it to 
Sorrento’s.  We had close to 30 folks attend and 
all enjoyed a great meal, an exciting trivia game 
with prizes of unspeakable value, and good 
camaraderie. See pictures later in the 
newsletter. 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 
Your editor is looking for help in the form of 
letters or articles from chapter members.  If you 
were involved in an aviation related event or 
activity we would all love to hear about it. 
 
This month Dan Thurnau and Wes Lundsberg 
took a tour of the Chicago Center in Aurora and 
sent in a write-up of the experience.  See Letters 
to the Editor section. 
 
It sounded so good that I also signed up for a 
tour in April.  
 
Send me your stories as well 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 
Finally, I want to remind everyone that Chapter 
Dues for 2011 are due.  It is only $20 and you 
can mail your check to Tom Burgan (Chapter 
Treasurer). 
 
May you only experience strong tailwinds and I’ll 
see you all on Monday night. ☺ 
 

 



2 

 2 

Meeting Minutes: 
By Rose Ellen May 
 

 

The Business Meeting was held on Sunday, 
January 9, 2011, PJ’s Pub, Sycamore 
Attendance: Rose Ellen May, Dan Thurnau, 
Kevin Frank, Tom Burgan, Jack Bennett  
 
 

Treasurer’s Report: 
• Chapter’s bank account continues to remain 

healthy and grow.  It was decided to place a 
good portion of the Chapter’s savings into 
staggered short term CDs so that it would 
collect higher interest and still be available if 
necessary. 

 

Old Business:  
• The board wants to continue promoting the 

“Bring A Friend” to the monthly program 
meetings  

 

• The Invitation Mailer to EAA (non 241) 
members– Kevin is printing while Rose is 
handling the envelopes and mailing list.  
Letters to go out this month  

 

• The Chapter’s annual Gala is set to go but 
will be held at Sorrento’s due to uncertainty 
in airport accomidations. 

 

• Dan will license the trailer with the state of 
Illinois 

 

New Business: 
• All EAA (headquarters) paperwork for 

Chapter and insurance has been completed 
 

• The Chapter is in talks with the City of 
DeKalb on the following items:  
-  Include our name and logo on the main 
airport signage in front of the FBO (part of 
new sign) 
-  A mail box on the airport to use as the 
Chapter’s official address. 
- Permanent meeting space that is 
comfortable and suitable for our needs 

• Jim Allen and Tim Hunter have resigned their 
positions on the board of directors.  
President Thurnau has appointed Wes 
Lundsburg and Jack Bennett to complete the 
terms of the resigned directors.  All class one 
directors approved the appointments. 

 

• We scheduled some of our 2011 Chapter 
Events  

o Sun & Fun 3/29 through April 2, 2011 
o Young Eagle Rallies: International YE 

Rally June 11, August 15 
o Boy Scouts Aviation Merit Badge 

Academy July 9 
o Pancake Breakfasts: DeKalb June 5, 

Hinckley September 18 
o CORN FEST August 19 - 21 
o Chapter Fly-Outs – will occur on the 

third Saturday of each month from 
April through October 
A Fly-Out CHAIRPERSON is needed 

o Chapter Meetings will continue as in 
the past: Business Meetings will 
generally occur on the first Sunday of 
each month and the Program 
Meetings will continue to be on the 
second Monday of each month 

  
Meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM 
 

 

***************************************** 
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Meeting Program: 
 
January’s program was a presentation by David 
Shelton of Motopod LLC. David discussed the 
developmental history of his company’s airplane 
storage pod that mounts to the belly of a plane.  
The pod was primarily designed to stow a 
custom, street legal, motorcycle so that at any 
airport that he landed at he would have his own 
mode of transportation to get around.  The pod 
could be lowered and motorcycle removed and 
gotten road ready in just a couple of minutes!!  
How great is that?? 
 
Folding bicycles are OK for short trips from the 
airport where as the motorcycle would provide 
serious highway speed transportation. 
 
Great concept and a great product.  For more 
information go to the company website at 
www.motorcyclepilot.com 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Here is the schedule for future programs 

 

February – Glenn Burger, Paul Taylor  
March – Gene Ruder, Gerry Thornhill 
April – Dwain Adkins, Kris Siuba 
May – Wes Lundsberg, Eric Dienst 
June –Mike Sabala, Tim Hunter 
July – Dan Thurnau, Alan Abell 
Aug – Jim Allen, Jim Auman 
Sept – Dave Sniegocki, Rose May 
Oct – Steve Doonan, Kevin Frank 
Nov –Jack Bennett, Ned Richer 
Dec – Tom Burgan, Dan Helsper  

 

****************************************** 
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Calendar of Events: 
  
Feb 13 – Chapter 241 Monthly meeting 
 
Mar 13 – Chapter 241 Monthly meeting 
 
Mar 29 – Sun & Fun 
 
Apr 11 – Chapter 241 Monthly meeting 
 
Apr 16 – Chapter fly-out 
 
May 9 – Chapter 241 Monthly meeting 
 
May 21 – Chapter fly-out 
 
June 5 – Chapter Pancake Breakfast 
 
June 11 – DeKalb Young Eagle Rally 
 
June 13 – Chapter 241 Monthly meeting 
 
June 18 – Chapter fly-out 
 
July 9 – Boy Scout Aviation Merit Badge wkend 
 
July 10 – Chapter 241 Monthly meeting 
 
July 23 - Oshkosh 

****************************************** 
 

What is this? 
 
Last month’s “What is this” was North American 
AJ Savage. Dan Thurnau was the first to 
correctly identify it so congrats Dan!! 
 

 
 

 
This month’s “What is it” is a location.   
 
Can anyone identify where these pictures were 
taken??  This maybe too easy as I’m sure that 
everyone, sometime in their life, has seen this 
place whether in person or in photographs. 
 
I included 3 pictures in higher resolution so you 
can zoom in to see some revealing clues. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Good luck and Email your answers to the 
Editor’s email address. 
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Letters to the Editor: 
 
"On February 8th, Dan Thurnau and I attended 
a ZAU Raincheck at the Chicago ARTCC in 
Aurora. (ZAU, by the way, is the identifier for 
the Chicago Center - the first letter is always a 
Z for the center ID's, (AU for Aurora;  
Cleveland's is ZOB, for Oberlin, OH, for 
another example).  
 
The 3.5 hour program included one hour of 
direct observation of live air traffic ops. What 
an incredible experience. I've only flown for 
(coming up on) 44 years now, and have visited 
numerous towers and I think one approach 
facility somewhere, but had never been to a 
center.  
 
My guy was 29 and had been doing this for 7 
years; he was working a sector that included 
altitudes from FL240 - FL320. There was quite 
a bit of traffic climbing through and descending 
into his area, but not nearly as busy as it would 
have been with any significant weather. I was 
amazed at how well he coordinated all of the 
traffic. We had headsets so we could listen in 
and were cautioned to not talk when he was 
getting a call. Without my being there he was 
carrying on as many as 3 or 4 conversations at 
any given time that included not just the aircraft 
checking in and aircraft that he was handing 
off, but information on incoming new traffic 
(both verbally and via voice com) as well as 
info from other centers. 
 
 After a while, I (sort of) got a feel for what he 
was doing, but the coordinator later told us that 
it takes at least 10 years to 'begin to feel 
comfortable' and 'another 10 (up to 20) to really 
feel like you know how to handle just about 
anything. I had a few questions going in, and 
more as I watched. Even for an 'old head' like 
myself, it was enlightening, to say the least.  
 
The hour (literally) flew by. The session also 
included a pre-brief on the screens we would 
see and a number of terms/acronyms that we 
would hear, as well as individual briefings from 

their weather forecast office and TMU, or traffic 
management unit.  
 
Raincheck, by the way, was coined during the 
1970's when air traffic control towers were 
encouraged to open their doors to pilots on rain 
out days. The name stuck and 'Operation 
Raincheck' was adapted for other air traffic 
control facilities. 
  
Attendance qualifies for 2.0 WINGS credits for 
those enrolled in the program.  
 
The program was sponsored by the Illinois 
FAASTeam and the Chicago ARTCC. We were 
told we would be sitting next to the world's best 
controllers and they did not disappoint. Many of 
you have likely already been to a center; for 
those of you who may not have done so, it's a 
great experience."   
 
Wes Lundsberg  
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Chapter 241 Information: 
 

President Dan Thurnau  
815-895-6629 diggerdan@foxvalley.net 
     
Vice President Kevin Frank 
630-881-9572 kevin.frank@infiniti.com 
  
Secretary Rose Ellen May 
815-375-1772 MySweetBlueBird@yahoo.com 
  
Treasurer Tom Burgan  
630/272-3122 boeingdriver@earthlink.net 
 
 

Young Eagles Representative 
  Rose Ellen May 
815-375-1772 rose.may@countryfinancial.com  
 

Technical Counselors 
Jack Bennett 815-756-7712 
  piper50w@earthlink.net  
Gerald Thornhill 847-683-2781 
  flcamel@yahoo.com  
Jim Auman 815-899-8861 
(AB-DAR) jimauman@comcast.net  
 

 

Flight Advisors 
Gerald Thornhill 847-683-2781 
  flcamel@yahoo.com  
Jim Auman 815-899-8861 
  jimauman@comcast.net  
Jack Bennett 815-756-7712 
  piper50w@earthlink.net 
 
Fly-out Chairman Dan Thurnau 
815-895-6629 diggerdan@foxvalley.net  
 
News letter Editor  Kevin Frank 
630-881-9572 kevin.frank@infiniti.com  
 

Web Manager Mike Sabala 
  eaa@saahbs.net  
 

 
 

 

 

 

Newsletter Policy: This News Letter is published 
solely to provide information to members of EAA 
Chapter 241. The opinions presented are not 
necessarily the official opinions of the Chapter or 
EAA. Use of technical information is strictly at the 
user’s risk, as we do not claim to be authorities in 
any technical field. Letters, articles, ideas, etc., 
are welcome. The editor reserves the right to 
correct, shorten, and reject items at his/her 
discretion. Items will be printed on a space 
available basis. Any submissions over 200 words 
MUST be emailed unless previously arranged 
with the editor  
 
Editors of other aviation publications are 
welcome to reprint articles from this newsletter. 
We do ask, however, that author and source be 
acknowledged.  
 
Subscription to newsletter is a member benefit. 
Friends of EAA Chapter 241 who wish to be 
included in the mailing list can contact the Editor 
or any Chapter officer. 
 
Visitors are always welcome at Chapter 
meetings.  
 

******************************* 
Chapter Meeting Location: 
 

DeKalb Taylor Airport FBO building (East 
Hangar) 
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Pictures from Gala 2011 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 


