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Apr 2011 Meeting 
 
The next general meeting of EAA Chapter 241 will be 

held at 6:30 PM on Monday, Apr 11, 2011 at the 

DeKalb airport FBO Hangar.  Directions are located 

later in the newsletter. 
 
This month, Chapter member Kris Siuba will display 
and talk about his Ekolot KR 030 Topaz.   What is a 
KR 030 Topaz you say????  It is an exciting new entry 
into the Light Sport Aircraft arena.  It is manufactured 
by Ekolot in Poland.  Kris Ekolot is the US distributer. 
 

 
 
 Light dinner served before hand. 

 

 

 

Ramblings from  

your Editor: 
By Kevin Frank 
 

It’s supposed to be in the 70s this weekend with 
no rain so you know what that means……. A trip 
to the airport of course to continue dusting off 
my flying skills. 
 

What’s more important is that the 10 day 
forecast calls for perfect weather for the 

Chapters first Fly-Out of the year. 
 
On Sunday morning, April 17, around 8:00 AM 
we will be departing DeKalb and flying to 
Dubuque Regional Airport to indulge in the 
University of Dubuque Flight Team Pancake 
Breakfast. The Dubuque Regional Airport is only 
110 miles from DeKalb and its breakfast is free 
for Pilots’ in Command!!!! 
 
All airplane owners and non-airplane owners 
who are interested in joining us please RSVP to 
me (kevin.frank@infiniti.com) and let me know if 
you plan on flying your plane or just need a seat 
in a plane. 
 
It will be great fun and the more the merrier. 
------------------------------------------------------------- 
Don’t forget that the Chapter has a lot of 
activities planned this year and they all require 
everyone’s participation.  Here are the events for 
the next three months. 
 

• May 21 – Chapter Fly-out 

• June 5 – Chapter Pancake Breakfast 

• June11 – Young Eagle Rally 

• June 18 – Chapter Fly-out 
-------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Finally, check out the last page of this 
newsletter.  I came across some interesting 
history on the beginning of Naval Aviation. 
 
May you only experience strong tailwinds and I’ll 
see you all on Monday night. ☺ 

 

 

Meeting Minutes: 
By Rose Ellen May 
 

 

The Business Meeting was held on Sunday, 
April 3, 2011, PJs Courthouse Pub, Sycamore 
Attendance: Kevin Frank,  Rose Ellen May, Jack 
Bennett, Tom Burgan 

 

Treasurer’s Report: 
• Chapter’s bank account continues to remain 

healthy and grow.  It was decided to place a 
good portion of the Chapter’s savings into 
staggered short term CDs so that it would 
collect higher interest and still be available if 
necessary. 

 

Old Business:  
• Discussions continue with the City of DeKalb 

on the following items:  
o Include our name and logo on the 

main airport sign.  Also discussed 
room to highlight coming events 

o Set up a chapter mail box on the 
airport in the FBO building to use for 
official mail (permanent Chapter 
address) 
 

• Dan will make arrangements with Chuck 
Faivre about removing the chapter’s cabinet, 
etc. from his building 

• Pancake Breakfast update 
Volunteer T-shirt 
Recycling to be done by individuals 
Tom Burgan to be Team Captain for Drinks 
area 
Still looking for in-kind donations 

• April 17 Fly Out to Dubuque is planned 
 
 

New Business: 
• Corn Fest 2011 – anyone wanting to 

volunteer should do so as an individual and 
not represent EAA. 

• Dan is still working on EAA’s Ford Tri-Motor 
appearance 

• Membership Form under development  

• Scholarship – Dan will speak with Bruce @ 
KEC about scholarship essays; Beth & Wes 
would like to join in the review process 

• WOMENS aviation group will meet on 
Friday April 29 at 8PM at Cabana Charley’s 
in Sycamore  

 
Meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM 
 

***************************************** 
Meeting Program: 
 
Last month’s program was put on by Dave Smith 
who talked at length about what he has learned 
as a result of his Piper restoration process.  He 
also presented a video of things to look out for 
when buying or doing an inspection on any of 
the rag wing Pipers. 
 

 
 
 

Here is the schedule for future programs 
 

April – Dwain Adkins, Kris Siuba 

May – Wes Lundsberg, Eric Dienst 

June –Mike Sabala, Tim Hunter 

July – Dan Thurnau, Alan Abell 

Aug – Jim Allen, Jim Auman 
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Sept – Dave Sniegocki, Rose May 

Oct – Steve Doonan, Kevin Frank 

Nov –Jack Bennett, Ned Richer 

Dec – Tom Burgan, Dan Helsper  

****************************************** 
Calendar of Events: 
  
Apr 11 – Chapter 241 Monthly meeting 
 
Apr 17 – Chapter fly-out 
 
May 9 – Chapter 241 Monthly meeting 
 
May 21 – Chapter fly-out 
 
June 5 – Chapter Pancake Breakfast 
 
June 11 – DeKalb Young Eagle Rally 
 
June 13 – Chapter 241 Monthly meeting 
 
June 18 – Chapter fly-out 
 
July 9 – Boy Scout Aviation Merit Badge wkend 
 
July 10 – Chapter 241 Monthly meeting 
 
July 23 - Oshkosh 

****************************************** 
 

What is this? 
 

OK folks, given recent events, this month’s 
“what is it” is very timely.  Who recognizes what 
this month’s “what is it” picture is?  And don’t 
tell me it’s a window!!!  
 

 
 

 
Email your answer to me, your Editor. 
 
 

Letters to the Editor: 
 

Buffalo Airlines Imagine, 75 years old 
and still making money. Ice Pilots: Buffalo 
Airways' DC-3s possibly the Last DC-3 
Pax Operations.  Buffalo Airways still 
operates a daily scheduled DC-3  
passenger service for residents in 
Canada's Northwest Territories and is 
likely the last airline to do so…; 
Take a look at this video! 
 http://www.eaavideo.org/video.aspx?v=110918534001 

 
 

Hi, Wally, Adolph, Ian, VAA-ers, EAA-ers and 
Other Friends! Please share if of interest! 
 
Yes, there was a History-channel sort of thing on 
them within the last year. DC-3 still seems 
modern to me, lots sleeker than those Sikorsky 
S-40s , etc. My family flew to and from our 
homes in South America and which were the 
first ones I remember. All those wires! All that 
coffee-colored Magdalena River water covering 
the big round portholes on take-off and landing! 
Such fun watching my doctor /father carry his 
polio-paralyzed young wife up and down the 
shaky wooden ladder we used to board and 
deplane through the hatch in the top of the 
fuselage!  Even more fun for a small boy to step 
on the toilet-flushing pedal similar to those on 
Pullman railway cars over the Lesser Antilles 
(Saba, etc), wait until one came along and 
THEN pee, watching all the time, of course! All 
those whitecaps at low altitude, too! Pretty! 
 
Loved the high-altitude smoothness of the B307 
Stratoliner (poss. the "Flying Cloud") on our one 
flight in one, going home to Brazil in early 1942, I 
think. We sat facing each other, booth-style, with 
a folding table in between, which was used for 
cards, writing--and when the stewards whipped 
out the linens and silver at mealtimes. The 
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whole booth was supposed to convert to two 
upper and two lower berths, I think, but I don't 
remember that they did that for us. Phooey! Also 
a definitely no-fun bathroom, whose toilet 
flushed around into itself using some sort of blue 
syrup that might have made someone's sundae 
really interesting. Also couldn't see out during 
the most interesting portions of the trip from 
Miami, because the cabin personnel closed all 
the window curtains tight and threatened to 
confiscate any cameras they saw--anti-SPY 
measures!! As my mother noted, though, the 
many  thousands of square miles of empty blue-
green Caribbean water and green-green 
Amazonian jungle we might crash into ("but we'll 
all be together, thank Heavens!") remained fully 
in view for hours at a time...BORING. The looks 
of the B307 did leave a lot to be desired, though, 
being very much on the chubby side, especially 
in comparison to the really sleek and beautiful 
Focke-Wulf FW200 Kuriers of Deutsche Luft 
Hansa (DLH) that occasionally flew over our 
house. So slim and fast, in comparison! (Some 
flights must have been Brazilian, it seems, since 
a couple were sold there before the war stopped 
that.)  
 
Alitalia's proving-flight planes were not much in 
evidence to this kid, though. Maybe I saw one--
definitely not up to their Nazi competition, 
although they, too, were said to want to impress 
their Fascist Brazilian friends and counter the 
inroads Pan American Airways had made in the 
South American continent. 
 
The B307s were all gone to war by the time we 
went to our new residence in the U.S. in Spring 
(U.S. Fall), 1943, though. Trip to Miami was by 
DC-3. Took 3 days, with overnights at Belem do 
Para and Trinidad! Saw tiger just killed on the 
Barreiras, State of Bahia  airstrip where we 
refueled the first day (and had lunch).Had to wait 
in Belem to take off for what seemed like 
hundreds of US bombers to take off-mainly B-
25s, bound for Dakar, they said. I counted 60 or 
70, in various groups absolutely ruined the 
taxiway, turning it into dust, which our DC-3 then 
had to go through... but no problem. Saw RAF 
Lockheed Hudson patrol bombers in the rain in 

British Guiana  (Georgetown), nothing in 
Cayenne or Paramaribo, as I recall, ex. more 
rain. HOT, but nice fresh fruit with dinner in an 
stuffy old but nice British hotel in Trinidad. No 
peeing on the Antilles--toilet was a bucket. 
Landed/refueled briefly at Ciudad Trujillo. Same 
at Port-au-Prince. Hardly got out of the plane. 
Must have peed somewhere, nevertheless! 
Were not going to beat the sunset to Miami.! 
"Not to worry, not to worry, these are 
experienced PAA pilots, like all the rest," said 
my mother, ..."and if we didn't crash in the 
Amazon we're not going to crash in this little bit 
of Caribbean!!." 
 
Miami was ablaze with lights as we landed, to 
everybody's consternation. What about the U-
boats? Our house near the beach in Rio had 
had to have heavy black velvet drapes on every 
window facing Guanabara Bay, which made the 
heat just awful and my mother very unhappy 
about the household expenses. A burning 
question for us, maybe, but nothing happened, 
we were told nothing except that it was 104F 
that evening in Miami and the authorities 
allowed us to continue our trip to New York and 
cool weather after a day or two. THE END 
 
P.S. Lots of DC-3s, C-47s and Basler 
conversions at Oshkosh, usually. Let's go to 
Canada! (I'm still kicking myself for not getting a 
ride on Island Airways' Fords!) 
 
All the best to all of you, 
 
John (Kerr) 
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Chapter 241 Information: 
 

President Dan Thurnau  
815-895-6629 diggerdan@foxvalley.net 
     

Vice President Kevin Frank 
630-881-9572 kevin.frank@infiniti.com 
  

Secretary Rose Ellen May 
815-375-1772 MySweetBlueBird@yahoo.com 
  

Treasurer Tom Burgan  
630/272-3122 boeingdriver@earthlink.net 
 

 

Young Eagles Representative 
  Rose Ellen May 
815-375-1772 rose.may@countryfinancial.com  

 

Technical Counselors 
Jack Bennett 815-756-7712 
  piper50w@earthlink.net  
Gerald Thornhill 847-683-2781 
  flcamel@yahoo.com  
Jim Auman 815-899-8861 
(AB-DAR) jimauman@comcast.net  
 

 

Flight Advisors 
Gerald Thornhill 847-683-2781 
  flcamel@yahoo.com  
Jim Auman 815-899-8861 
  jimauman@comcast.net  
Jack Bennett 815-756-7712 
  piper50w@earthlink.net 
 

Fly-out Chairman Dan Thurnau 
815-895-6629 diggerdan@foxvalley.net  
 

News letter Editor  Kevin Frank 
630-881-9572 kevin.frank@infiniti.com  
 

Web Manager Mike Sabala 
  eaa@saahbs.net  
 

 
 

 

 

 

Newsletter Policy: This News Letter is published 
solely to provide information to members of EAA 
Chapter 241. The opinions presented are not 
necessarily the official opinions of the Chapter or 
EAA. Use of technical information is strictly at the 
user’s risk, as we do not claim to be authorities in 
any technical field. Letters, articles, ideas, etc., 
are welcome. The editor reserves the right to 
correct, shorten, and reject items at his/her 
discretion. Items will be printed on a space 
available basis. Any submissions over 200 words 
MUST be emailed unless previously arranged 
with the editor  
 

Editors of other aviation publications are 
welcome to reprint articles from this newsletter. 
We do ask, however, that author and source be 
acknowledged.  
 

Subscription to newsletter is a member benefit. 
Friends of EAA Chapter 241 who wish to be 
included in the mailing list can contact the Editor 
or any Chapter officer. 
 
Visitors are always welcome at Chapter 
meetings.  
 

******************************* 
Chapter Meeting Location: 
 

DeKalb Taylor Airport FBO building (East 
Hangar) 
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100 Years Ago, January, in San Francisco, Eugene Ely invented naval aviation! 

 

 
 

One hundred years is a very long time. Yet in the 
hierarchy of modern marvels, the ability to 
recover and launch aircraft from the deck of a 
moving ship stands out as one of our signature 
accomplishments. Which just goes to show you: 
Some tricks never grow old. Note those arresting 
cables and sandbags.  They are hydraulic 
nowadays but remain essentially about the same. 
 

 
 

Naval aviation was invented one hundred years 
ago, on January 18, 1911, when a 24 year-old 
barnstormer pilot named Eugene B. Ely 
completed the world's first successful landing on 
a ship. It happened in San Francisco Bay, aboard 
the cruiser USS Pennsylvania, which had a 
temporary 133-foot wooden landing strip built 

above her afterdeck and gun turret as part of the 
experiment.  
 
 

 
 
Note the down-slope of that flight deck!  Allows a 
bit of help from gravity to reach airspeed. 

 

 
 
Ely accomplished his feat just eight years after 
the Wright Brothers made their first flight at Kitty 
Hawk . His aircraft was rudimentary: a Curtiss 
Model D "Pusher" biplane, equipped with a 60 hp 
V-8 engine that gave the aircraft a 50 mph 
airspeed. 
 


