
 

 
EAA Chapter 241 

 

The Dr. Wilbur O. Thompson Flight Training Scholarship 
 

About the Scholarship  
 

Dr. Wilbur O. Thompson, a long-time DeKalb resident, was born in 1919  

near Lee, and died in DeKalb in 2000. Dr. Thompson had many interests  

and achieved a great deal over his lifetime. He was a radiologist with a thriving business (Radiologists, 

Ltd., Sycamore, which he began with Dr. Carl Clark). He was an avid tennis player, a farmer, a stock 

broker, a musician and band leader (trumpet player, Tommy Thompson’s jazz band), an inventor, and a 

teacher (music, math, radiology technology). He was a father to two girls (Gloria Alter, husband Terry; 

and Catherine Thompson), a wife to Ruth Nehring, and a grandfather to Alexandra Alter. But his passion 

was flying. Wilbur wanted to be an airline pilot, but early on he caught his finger in a propeller when 

starting a plane, and couldn’t pass the required physical as a result.  

Dr. Thompson was involved in the early development of the DeKalb Taylor Municipal Airport. He wired 

the first lights on the grass runway with Ivan Williams. In those days he also did touch and go’s at O’Hare 

Airport. Later on, he owned his own planes (Piper Cub and Twin Engine Apache) and built his own 

runway and hanger at his farm in Steward.  

He shared the joy of flying with children in his Second Street neighborhood, taking them for rides at the 

DeKalb Airport. He also enjoyed fly-in breakfasts and the company of fellow pilots. He wanted young 

people to discover flying and to love it as much as he did.  

Dr. Thompson’s life was a testament to the dreams of any young aviator. He enjoyed wonderful 

experiences and personal achievement. At the EAA Chapter 241, it is our good fortune to honor his 

passion for flight and engender that passion in the next generation.   

We invite you now to explore the realm of flight and create your own basket of experiences. Please 

review the information below and don't hesitate to contact us with any questions you may have. We wish 

you all the best in your future endeavors. 

The Dr. Wilbur O. Thompson Flight Training Scholarship is presented in 2013 by EAA Chapter 241, 

Gloria and Terry Alter, DeKalb Mechanical and Fly America. 

 

“Once you have tasted flight, you will forever walk the earth with your eyes turned skyward, 

for there you have been, and there you will always long to return.”   
 

     Leonardo daVinci  
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General Information: 

EAA is a growing and diverse organization of members with a wide range of aviation interests and 

backgrounds.  While the funds of this Flight Training Scholarship may only be used toward flight 

training, we encourage students with any career aspirations and educational plans to apply. 

Please read and follow all instructions carefully.  The application will be judged on merit, including 

scholastic achievement, leadership skills, and community involvement.  The applicant’s ability to express 

his/ her passion for flight is integral to the evaluation process.  Applications submitted incorrectly may 

result in delayed processing. 

One scholarship of $2000 will be awarded to a qualified resident of DeKalb County, Illinois or a member 

of the EAA 241 or on the recommendation of an EAA 241 member for use towards flight training 

provided by an FAA approved flight training organization.  

1. For consideration of this year’s flight training scholarship, complete applications must be returned by May 15, 

2013. The selected scholarship recipient will be notified by May 30, 2013. Recipient should be available to  
participate in presentation ceremony on Sunday, June 2 at DKB during the EAA 241 Pancake Breakfast. 

2. Applicants are required to be able to pass TSA screening regarding citizenship.  

3. Applicants are required to read, write and speak English to FAA standards.   

4. Applicants must be eligible for the FAA Student Pilot Certificate, including age and third class medical 

http://www.faa.gov/pilots/become/student_cert/  

5. Funds will be paid directly to the flight training provider. Unused training funds remaining after 12 months of 
the award will be returned to EAA Chapter 241. A discounted rate for instruction and aircraft rental is available 

to the scholarship recipient at Fly America in DeKalb, IL.  

6. There are three parts to this application: PART ONE: Contact Information, PART TWO: Personal and 

educational information, PART THREE: One (1) personal statement.  

7. Scholarship recipients are required to sign a Release of Liability form before any flight training will commence.   

8. Please mail the original completed application with accompanying documents, to EAA Chapter 241. Attn: 

Flight Training Scholarship Committee, 3232 Pleasant St, DeKalb, IL 60115 

9. If you would like to receive notification of receipt, please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope when 

submitting your application. The notification of receipt will only verify we have received your application. It is 

your responsibility to make sure your application is complete.  

10. All decisions made by The EAA 241 Flight Training Scholarship Committee are final.  

11. All submitted materials become the property of The EAA 241 Flight Training Scholarship Committee and will 

not be returned. 
 

I hereby certify that all information contained in this application is correct to the best of my knowledge. 
 

__________________________________________  ________________________ 

Applicant’s Signature                 Date 

 
Parent or Guardian Permission: If applicant is under age 18, please complete the following:  

Name of Parent or Legal Guardian: ________________________________________________________________  

Mailing Address: ___________________________City: _____________________ State: _______ Zip: _________  
 

I/We the parent(s) and/or legal guardian(s) of the applicant understand all of the criteria and intentions associated 
with this scholarship application and hereby give our consent for our minor child, ________________________, to 

compete in the Flight Training Scholarship process. I/We also understand that EAA Chapter 241 will bear no 

liability during the instructional phase of training should the applicant receive this scholarship.  

Name: _________________________ Signature: __________________________________ Date: _____________  

Name: _________________________ Signature: __________________________________ Date: _____________ 
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Application must be returned by April 15, 2013 

  

PART 1: Contact Information 
 

Full Name: _________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: _(_______)____________________________________________________ 

E-Mail Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

Date & Place of Birth: ________________________________________________________ 

EAA Member Number _______________________________________________________ 

And/Or recommended by EAA 241 Member ______________________________________ 

 

Part 2: Personal and Educational Information 

 

Record of Highest Completed Grade of Education 

Name of School _________________________________________________ 

Cumulative Grade Point Average (GPA) ______________ / __________ scale 

Activities, Awards and Honors 

Please list community and/or school activities in which you participate or volunteer. 

Activity Dates of Participation (years) Special Awards, Honors, Offices 
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Part 3: Personal Statement 

 

Requirements: 

The personal statement will be judged on content, but please make your best effort with grammar and 

spelling.  Please give extra attention and thought to writing your statement. The statement is a major 

portion of the application and given extra consideration by The EAA 241 Flight Training Scholarship 

selection committee. Please type your statement(s) and attach to your application. 

 

Topic: 

Where did your interest in aviation originate?  Are there any individuals, events, or life experiences that 

have led you in this direction?  What are your goals in aviation?  How do you plan to use this scholarship 

to reach your goals?  

 

Optional: 

You may include an additional statement that explains any unusual family or personal circumstances 

affect your achievement in school, participation in school and community events or your career 

aspirations/educational goals.  

EAA is the only association that offers the fun and camaraderie of sharing your passion for participating in the 
flying, building, and restoring of recreational aircraft with the most passionate community of aviation enthusiasts. 

We encourage you to join us. Further information, including meeting times and locations, is available at 

www.EAA241.org. Correspondence may be addressed to EAA Chapter 241, c/o DeKalb Taylor Municipal Airport, 

3232 Pleasant St, DeKalb, IL, 60115 

http://www.eaa241.org/

