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“Once you have tasted flight, you will forever walk the earth with your eyes turned skyward,  

for there you have been, and there you will always long to return.”  Leonardo daVinci 
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EAA241 Dinner at Sorrento’s 
Bonnie Ruder presented a review of our 2012 accomplishments and 

recognized all of our hard working volunteers. Click for more photos 

 
 

January Program Meeting 

The members shared their stories of first flights, project updates and 

what inspired them to pursue aviation. Additional photos on web. 

 
 

FAA Mandates Inspections of Older Piper Aircraft 
The FAA issued a new Airworthiness Directive (AD) for Piper aircraft 

that were manufactured 15 or more years ago. The AD applies to 

certain Piper Aircraft, Inc. PA-28, PA-32, PA-34, and PA-44 airplanes. 

This AD was prompted by reports of control cable assembly failures 

that may lead to failure of the horizontal stabilator control system 

and could result in loss of pitch control. This AD requires inspections 

of the stabilator control system and replacement of parts as 

necessary during the aircraft’s next annual inspection. This AD is 

effective March 11, 2013. 

 

 

http://www.eaa241.org/
http://eaa241.org/2013/02/06/eaa-241-februa…013-newsletter/%20
http://rgl.faa.gov/Regulatory_and_Guidance_Library/rgAD.nsf/0/dda43f69de69ad0e86257b08004e4056/$FILE/2013-02-13.pdf
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All in a day’s work... 
 

FARGO, ND (The Global Edition) – When an electrical 

fire disabled Colonel Doyle Van Watermulen’s 

Predator drone, the 65-year old veteran pilot 

exclaimed “Mayday! Mayday! We’re going down! 

We’re going down!” while sitting at his cubicle, 

sources close to his office confirmed. 

Witnesses stated Van Watermulen began violently 

pulling and pushing the various ergonomic levers 

under his seat in an apparent attempt to “eject” 

himself. Unable to trigger an ejection, the pilot called 

out ”Jammed! Alternate bailout. I’m outta here!” 

and rolled abruptly over the right armrest of his chair. 

“Oh, crap,” he said after impacting the concrete 

floor at the North Dakota Air National Guard Station 

in Fargo, ND. His then un-piloted drone, armed with 

two Hellfire missiles, reportedly crashed into an 

Afghanistan hillside some 6,741 miles away. 

Meanwhile Air Force officials have been at a loss to 

explain the pilot’s bizarre behavior. However, one 

drone crew member, who wished to remain 

anonymous, said there were some early warning 

signs, “We should have suspected a problem when 

he [Van Watermulen] showed up for the mission in a 

lambskin leather bomber jacket, helmet, and 

goggles.” 

The Air Force later issued a statement admitting that 

Van Watermulen was part of a new classified 

program dubbed “Balding Eagles,” utilizing seasoned 

military airmen to fill the government’s growing need 

for drone pilots. 

The program has come under intense scrutiny 

following the incident. Concern has mounted at the 

highest levels of the DOD that similar events might 

occur with other aging pilots. 

But USAF defenders of the program argue that this 

isolated case must not be used to bar all older pilots 

from flying unmanned drones.  

In an article appearing in next month’s AARP 

Magazine titled “The Baby Boom Bombers,” author 

Christine Timmel argues that “With key 

accommodations such as post-it-note reminders and 

fun brain teasers during mission planning, aging pilots 

can continue leading successful Predator drone 

attacks.” 

Van Watermulen is currently being treated for a 

broken right hip. No word yet from the Air Force as to 

when Van Watermulen will return to duty. 

  

Where are you flying? 
 

 
 

Breach of PeaceGlider pilot lands in jail 
February 2013 AOPA Pilot Magazine 
http://m.aopa.org/members/files/pilot/2013/february/f_glider.html 
 

Glider pilot Robin Fleming had been in custody for about 22 

hours when an official at the detention center entered the 

cell with his arrest warrant. Fleming struggled to read the 

charges against him, as his prescription glasses had been 

taken during processing. The officer read the charges. 
 

“That the defendant did...commit the offense of breach of 

peace,” the officer read. The accusations sounded serious: 

“flying very close to the nuclear plant dome in a ‘no fly 

zone, escalated a multi-jurisdictional call out to a homeland 

security situation, ordered several times to land, causing the 

disturbance throughout the community.”  
 

These words contrasted sharply with the account Fleming 

and others later gave—of a routine flight cut short without 

cause by an agency operating outside of its jurisdiction. 

When..., he had flown to that airport and landed, greeted 

by a swarm of law enforcement vehicles. He spent the night 

awake in a cell with 11 other inmates, and finally left the 

detention center 24 hours after his arrest, exhausted and 

eager to clear his name...CLICK for link to story 

Learning to Fly at 68 

This article originally appeared in the January 2013 

edition of Galt Traffic, the monthly newsletter of EAA 

Chapter 932 in Greenwood, Illinois.  

By Ed Moricoli, EAA 1055412, EAA Chapter 932. 
 

One day at work, I was talking with my friend Neil 

Anderson about airplanes, and he mentioned 

that he was planning to rebuild a North 

American T-6 Texan. I asked Neil if I could 

donate my time to help. About a month later 

and after few more conversations, Neil asked if I 

wanted to go flying in his J-3 Cub. I couldn't pass 

up the opportunity, so off I went to Galt Airport in 

Wonder Lake, Illinois, not knowing what to 

expect. Read more >> 
 

 

http://m.aopa.org/members/files/pilot/2013/february/f_glider.html
http://m.aopa.org/members/files/pilot/2013/february/f_glider.html
http://www.eaa.org/calendar/
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=46015251&msgid=153096&act=NMQ0&c=1170417&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eaa.org%2Fchapters%2Fresources%2Farticles%2F2013%2F2013-01_learning-to-fly-at-68.asp
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=46015251&msgid=153096&act=NMQ0&c=1170417&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eaa932.org%2Fnewsletter%2F2013-newsletters%2Fjanuary-2013%2F
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=46015251&msgid=153096&act=NMQ0&c=1170417&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eaa932.org%2Fnewsletter%2F2013-newsletters%2Fjanuary-2013%2F
http://www.eaa932.org/
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=46015251&msgid=153096&act=NMQ0&c=1170417&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eaa.org%2Fchapters%2Fresources%2Farticles%2F2013%2F2013-01_learning-to-fly-at-68.asp
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Upcoming Events 
BOLD dates indicate a change from typical or published schedule 

Monday, February 11  Program Meeting DKB FBO, 6:30PM light meal, 7:15 Meeting, 7:30PM Program 

    CONFERENCE ROOM Gary & Isabelle Kovarik “show and tell” their RV project 

Sunday, March 3  Business Meeting at PJs in Sycamore, 7PM 

Monday, March 11  Program Meeting DKB FBO, 6:30PM light meal, 7:15 Meeting, 7:30PM Program 

    Ron McElroy military aircraft 

Monday, April 15  Program Meeting DKB FBO, 6:30PM light meal, 7:15 Meeting, 7:30PM Program 

    Dan Thurnau, Wes Lundsberg 

 
Chapter Meeting Location DeKalb Taylor Municipal Airport main building 

located at 3232 Pleasant St. In DeKalb, IL. We meet in the east half of the main 

terminal building located at the furthest east entrance of the airport. Everyone 

with an aviation interest, pilots and non-pilots alike, are invited to attend.   
  

Newsletter Policy: This Newsletter is published solely to provide information to members of EAA 

Chapter 241. Any communications issued by EAA Chapter 241, regardless of the form, format, 

and/or media used, which includes, but is not limited to the chapter newsletter, internet content 

and audio/video recordings is presented only in the light of a clearing house of ideas, opinions, and 

personal experience accounts. Anyone using ideas, opinions, information, etc. does so at their own 

discretion and risk and are not necessarily the opinions of EAA Chapter 241or EAA. Use of technical 

information is strictly at the user’s risk, as the Chapter does not claim to be an authority in any 

technical field. Letters, photos or articles are welcome. The editor reserves the right to correct, 

shorten, and reject items at his/her discretion. Items will be printed on a space available basis. 

Editors of other aviation publications may reprint articles from this newsletter. We do ask that author 

and source are acknowledged. (Note: Underlined terms indicate a link to an internet 

website. Bold names indicate 2013 EAA Chapter 241 members.) 
 

Subscription to this newsletter is an EAA Chapter 241 member benefit. Those who wish to be 

included in the mailing list may contact the Chapter Secretary. 
 

Visitors are always welcome at Chapter meetings. 

Time to renew 

your EAA 241 

membership for 

2013! 
 

Print & Complete the 

Membership form at the 

bottom of this newsletter! 
 

 

What is it? 
Email your best guess to mysweetbluebird@yahoo.com 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oiseau_Canari  

 

 

 

 

RANDOM STUFF ONLINE.... 
 

Radar Box 

Pilots view of flight you are following 

http://radarbox24.com/ 
 

SOUTHWEST AIRLINES’ FLORIDA ONE 

You tube video of Boeing building 

Southwest’s new Florida One aircraft 

http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v

=zKnsyYbfC60&feature=popular  
 

Tour of Space Station 

Sunita Williams of NASA recorded an 

extensive tour of the orbital laboratory 

http://youtu.be/doN4t5NKW- 
 

Amazing model airport 

http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=

gn1qMYfFrro&feature=related  
 

AOPA February Issue 

http://m.aopa.org/members/files/pilot/201

3/february/dogfight.html 
 

WWII Midway Air Naval battles 

http://video.staged.com/localshops/ww_iir

are_film__midway__directed_by_john_ford 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oiseau_Canari
http://radarbox24.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=zKnsyYbfC60&feature=popular
http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=zKnsyYbfC60&feature=popular
http://youtu.be/doN4t5NKW-
http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=gn1qMYfFrro&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=gn1qMYfFrro&feature=related
http://m.aopa.org/members/files/pilot/2013/february/dogfight.html
http://m.aopa.org/members/files/pilot/2013/february/dogfight.html
http://video.staged.com/localshops/ww_iirare_film__midway__directed_by_john_ford
http://video.staged.com/localshops/ww_iirare_film__midway__directed_by_john_ford
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EAA Chapter 241 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION - RENEWAL FORM 
Eligibility for membership in the Chapter is open to any person who has an interest in recreational aviation 

and who is a member in good standing of the EAA (Experimental Aircraft Association, Inc.). Annual 

membership dues for EAA Chapter 241 are $20 per calendar year. 

 
Make checks payable to: EAA Chapter 241  
Mail completed application to:  
EAA Chapter 241  
c/o Thomas Burgan  
410 Grant Avenue  
Geneva, IL 60134-1117  
 
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________  

Copilot (spouse, friend, other): ________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________________  

City: ___________________________________________________ State: _____ Zip: __________  

Phone (Home): _____________________________ (Cell): _________________________________  

Email Address: ____________________________________________________________________  

EAA#: ________________________________ Expiration Date:  ____________________________  

Pilot/A&P Ratings: _________________________________________________________________  

Occupation: ____________________ Hobbies/Interests:____________________________________  

I am Interested in helping the Chapter with…  ____________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________  

What are you building? ______________________________________________________________  

What are you flying?  ____________________________________________________________ 

 


