
Chicago Skyline Revisited 
 
Looking back in my logbook for the last time I made a flight along the Chicago skyline I was sur-
prised to see it was in the 1980’s. Wow! My kids had not yet been born! Memories of the kids came 
rushing to the front of my brain as I looked through those old logbook pages.  Now the desire to 
make this flight again seemed to always be at the top of the list when wanting to fly somewhere.  
And since flying is always better when shared, I thought about Kevin. A first time aircraft owner and 
relatively low time fixed wing pilot, making this flight with Kevin would also serve to show how un-
complicated it is to fly along the Chicago lakeshore. Well, if I were going to feel comfortable with 
this flight, I had some homework to do. I was hopeful that the flight could be made in Kevin’s 1966 
Aircoupe since it had an electrical system. But the ‘Coupe I was told, “was in the shop having an an-
nual inspection done.” Being raised on aircraft with encoding transponders, this flight would have 
been a “no-brainer.” But that wasn’t going to be this time. 
 
Go to Plan B, fly my Luscombe. 
 
When the TC (type certificate) was granted to Don Luscombe and Luscombe Aircraft in 1938 it was 
issued without an electrical system. So flying within the Chicago Mode C veil was a concern.  I read 
the FARs pertaining to aircraft, transponders and airspace, feeling confident that I understood 
them. However, as the days passed I began second guessing myself. Without question I didn’t want 
to receive a certified letter from the FAA after the fact. So, I sent an email to the EAA asking for ad-
vice. The reply wasn’t the answer hoped for, but I am grateful of this resource. 
 
The next time I was at the airport I spoke with several CFIs about this section of the regs which be-
gan a debate.  My confidence was now beginning to crumble.  The following day I contacted the Du-
Page FSDO for guidance and advice with the issues of the intended flight. I’m glad I took this step.  I 
was more confident when the phone call ended and felt that I was given proper time for discussion, 
debate and an acceptable resolution for making the flight. 
 
So, now I have a comfortable plan that I am ready to execute with confidence.  I just need the day, 
good weather and Kevin all together at the same place and time, and it’s a go! 
 
On the day of the flight I planned on using a GPS for airspace, a radio to communicate and just plain 
ol’ pilotage.  However, I also took an additional step before the flight began; I filed a VFR flight plan 
by phone instead of electronically filing. My thought was if there was going to be a red flag raised 
about the flight it would be then, with a voice on the other end of the line. The VFR flight plan would 
make certain that all concerned knew what altitude, what speed, what time, what direction and now 
what N number that blip was on someone’s screen in a dark room somewhere.  
 
I flew well below the O’Hare Class B airspace floor and much higher than the really low flying ban-
ner planes which flew the same course I was flying. There were two unexpected bonuses during the 
flight. First, was that hundreds of sailboats, a good many heading basically north were seen.  I was 
to learn later that the start of the annual race to Mackinac Island was taking place during the time of 
the flight. The second was the flight itself. The winds were blowing lightly from east to west. So, I 
didn’t have to worry about wind shear as I flew past the tall buildings of Chicago. The air this July 
day was a bit hot with thermals as we flew over land, but once over the lake the air was cool and 
very stable at 2000 ft.  It was just a cool, relaxing, enjoyable flight. I can’t say enough about the im-
portance of pre-planning. Yes, I closed my VFR flight plan with Kankakee FSS in the air 1 mile from 
KIGQ where the flight would terminate. I used so many resources which made this flight pleasura-
ble. It was a very good refresher on the airspace system and actually how well it works for everyone.  



As a kid I learned about the five “P’s”: Prior Planning Prevents Poor Performance. I guess the proof is in 
the pudding.  After the airplane is safely put away and you take time to reflect, you can’t help but have a 
huge smile on your face. 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dVwo8amUP1w 
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