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AirVenture 2013 
Click here to view Wes’s photos and page 4 for his story of his 

adventures at AirVenture. 

 
 

 
 

OSH Bound in a Classic LSA  
by Albert Dyer  

So, here it is, July. For me, July means aviation convention and air show. Not 
just any, the largest in the USA and second or third largest in the world. And I 
wanted to attend in my LSA airplane. EAA AirVenture Convention at Wittman 
Regional Airport in Oshkosh, WI or OSH as it is discussed among pilots is an 
event where pilots dream of going at the end of July. I could have driven 
there and camped as hundreds and hundreds of pilot/aviation enthusiasts do. 
Or, I could fly into the convention as thousands and thousands and thousands 
of pilots do. Checking the long range weather forecast during the convention 
week looked great. Of course it would be hot with the possibility of a daily 
mid-day thunderstorm, which is to be expected in July, but overall blue skies 
and light winds were being forecast. Four days of aviation intoxication was 
what I was after. (Story continues online...click here)  
 

July Program Photos http://wp.me/p2qQjh-fr  
 

 
 

YOUNG EAGLE RALLY Saturday, August 16 9-11AM 
http://eaa241.org/young-eagles/ 

We need you! Pilots and ground support alike – pilots, registration 

and ground school. Please arrive by 8:30. See you there!  

 

http://www.eaa241.org/
http://wp.me/p2qQjh-fA
http://eaa241.org/2013/08/06/osh-bound-2013/
http://wp.me/p2qQjh-fr
http://eaa241.org/young-eagles/
http://airventure.org/
http://eaa241.files.wordpress.com/2013/08/eaa-july-007.jpg
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The Kovarik’s RV12 takes flight 

Gary & Isabelle Kovarik 
It has been an exciting year for us.  In August 2012, 

we were introduced to the Vans RV-12 at EAA 

Airventure at Oshkosh.  In September 2012, we flew 

down to the Light Sport Expo in Mount Vernon, Illinois 

to view a number of light sport options and test flew 

several contenders, including the RV-12.  We fell in 

love with its design and handling characteristics.  

Plus what more could a retired person want than a 

winter project? 

 

Our first part of the kit (tail and tools) arrived in early 

October.  It took on a life of its own, taking over our 

front parlor, dining room and basement.  As the fall 

went on and the tail grew, operations expanded 

into the garage.  We gave a presentation on our 

progress to the local EAA chapter in February 2013, 

well on our way with the tail, wings, and fuselage 

nearly complete. 

 

Spring found us expanding the operation again, 

with plane assembly in our shop building.  After a 

couple of delays due to backorders on the avionics 

and powerplant kits, N628GK was completed in 

mid-June.   

 

Applications were made to the FAA to complete 

Registration and Jim Auman was contacted to 

complete our Airworthiness Certification.  After a 

couple of delays from Oklahoma City (thanks so 

much to Jim and the EAA for resolving these!), Jim 

was able to complete our AW checkout on July 29, 

2013!!!   

 

On July 30th, N628GK took to the skies, with Gary in 

his first role as a test pilot!  The rest of the week was 

spent completing the minimum 5 hours of test flights.   

 

Although we missed Oshkosh this year, we couldn’t 

have asked for a better week.  We have gotten so 

much support and help through this process and 

can’t thank everyone enough.  A special thanks to 

Jim Auman for all of his help and guidance in 

getting N628GK in the air!!! 

 

Our next adventure – deciding on a paint scheme 

and painting it this fall.  Happy Flying!   

Gary & Isabelle Kovarik 
 

Photos courtesy Isabelle Kovarik 
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Chicago Skyline Revisited  

Albert Dyer  
http://eaa241.files.wordpress.com/2013/08/chicago-skyline-revisited.pdf for additional photos 

Looking back in my logbook for the last time I made a flight along the Chicago skyline I was surprised to see 

it was in the 1980’s. Wow! My kids had not yet been born! Memories of the kids came rushing to the front of 

my brain as I looked through those old logbook pages. Now the desire to make this flight again seemed to 

always be at the top of the list when wanting to fly somewhere. And since flying is always better when 

shared, I thought about Kevin. A first time aircraft owner and relatively low time fixed wing pilot, making this 

flight with Kevin would also serve to show how un-complicated it is to fly along the Chicago lakeshore. Well, 

if I were going to feel comfortable with this flight, I had some homework to do. I was hopeful that the flight 

could be made in Kevin’s 1966 Aircoupe since it had an electrical system. But the ‘Coupe I was told, “was 

in the shop having an an-nual inspection done.” Being raised on aircraft with encoding transponders, this 
flight would have been a “no-brainer.” But that wasn’t going to be this time.  

Go to Plan B, fly my Luscombe.  

When the TC (type certificate) was granted to Don Luscombe and Luscombe Aircraft in 1938 it was issued 

without an electrical system. So flying within the Chicago Mode C veil was a concern. I read the FARs 

pertaining to aircraft, transponders and airspace, feeling confident that I understood them. However, as 

the days passed I began second guessing myself. Without question I didn’t want to receive a certified letter 

from the FAA after the fact. So, I sent an email to the EAA asking for ad-vice. The reply wasn’t the answer 
hoped for, but I am grateful of this resource.  

The next time I was at the airport I spoke with several CFIs about this section of the regs which be-gan a 

debate. My confidence was now beginning to crumble. The following day I contacted the Du-Page FSDO 

for guidance and advice with the issues of the intended flight. I’m glad I took this step. I was more 

confident when the phone call ended and felt that I was given proper time for discussion, debate and an 
acceptable resolution for making the flight.  

So, now I have a comfortable plan that I am ready to execute with confidence. I just need the day, good 
weather and Kevin all together at the same place and time, and it’s a go!  

On the day of the flight I planned on using a GPS for airspace, a radio to communicate and just plain ol’ 

pilotage. However, I also took an additional step before the flight began; I filed a VFR flight plan by phone 

instead of electronically filing. My thought was if there was going to be a red flag raised about the flight it 

would be then, with a voice on the other end of the line. The VFR flight plan would make certain that all 

concerned knew what altitude, what speed, what time, what direction and now what N number that blip 

was on someone’s screen in a dark room somewhere.  

I flew well below the O’Hare Class B airspace floor and much higher than the really low flying ban-ner 

planes which flew the same course I was flying. There were two unexpected bonuses during the flight. First, 

was that hundreds of sailboats, a good many heading basically north were seen. I was to learn later that 

the start of the annual race to Mackinac Island was taking place during the time of the flight. The second 

was the flight itself. The winds were blowing lightly from east to west. So, I didn’t have to worry about wind 

shear as I flew past the tall buildings of Chicago. The air this July day was a bit hot with thermals as we flew 

over land, but once over the lake the air was cool and very stable at 2000 ft. It was just a cool, relaxing, 

enjoyable flight. I can’t say enough about the im-portance of pre-planning. Yes, I closed my VFR flight plan 

with Kankakee FSS in the air 1 mile from KIGQ where the flight would terminate. I used so many resources 

which made this flight pleasurable. It was a very good refresher on the airspace system and actually how 
well it works for everyone.  

As a kid I learned about the five “P’s”: Prior Planning Prevents Poor Performance. I guess the proof is in the 

pudding. After the airplane is safely put away and you take time to reflect, you can’t help but have a huge 
smile on your face.  

     
 

 The five “P’s”:  
Prior Planning Prevents Poor Performance  

http://eaa241.files.wordpress.com/2013/08/chicago-skyline-revisited.pdf
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From your board 

Wes Lundsberg, Vice President 
Our July meeting was held on July 8th at the DKB hangar. It was a very warm evening, but a suggestion was 

made to move the tables outside where there was a very enjoyable breeze. Tom grilled some hamburgers for 

us and we enjoyed some baked beans, chips, with cake and cookies for dessert. There was a very short 

business meeting where we discussed the upcoming (Sep) breakfast in Hinckley, and our August Young 

Eagles event on the 17th. Larry Cabeen was prompted (by me, with no notice) to share an amusing 

experience when he flew the C-130 making a practice cargo drop. If you weren't there, ask him about it 

later.  Everyone was enjoying the socializing outside, so we dispensed with our program for the evening.  

  

Your president, Ned, and I slipped the surly bonds in his (1/7th)1947 Bonanza and headed to Oshkosh a few 

days ago. Although a lower than hoped overcast, the vis was great so off we went and the ceiling soon 

came up...and us along with it until arriving to a beautiful afternoon at Wittman Field. Kevin Frank was there 

to guide us in and we parked directly across from him and his group.  

    

After setting up camp, we set off to see what was there this year. Ned did some shopping for his RV-9 project 

and I wandered around some of the displays. There was some concern about a repeat of last year's storm as 

the winds picked up and the vendors started buttoning up and closing up a bit early, but the weather 

dissipated and all was well.  

 

We were treated to some wonderful filets at Kevin's camp that evening. I thoroughly enjoyed my first time 

seeing the night show!  I joined Dan, Tom and his girls for the show. Cool, comfortable evenings both nights I 

was there made for pretty good sleeping.  

 

More exploring the next day and met up with a fellow retiree from United for a visit and lunch. Great 

afternoon air show, though really tough to see 'Jetman', even with the long lens. The RV's put on a great 

formation show. Always nice to hear the round engines of the T-6, B-25, and of course 'Aluminum Overcast' 

and 'Fifi' flying over. There's not a better wake up call than that of a P-51 taking offer early.  

Our return on the 2nd was smooth and with a little tailwind back at the landings within an hour.  

  

Now for the business end of this letter.  We did not have our board meeting this month, but the following 

items will be addressed at our August meeting.   

 1) The Hinckley Breakfast in September will need some additional support from our members as a few of us 

who are normally there will be  unable to make it this year. We're hoping for a repeat of last year's weather; it 

was a great day and we did very well.  We'll have the August meeting and September meetings for you 

to sign up.  

  2) We need a nominating committee to select people for president and secretary.  

  3)  We have been asked to help sponsor the Shriner's airplane in the Pumpkin Parade again this year. The 

city of DeKalb (for the airport) has committed to half of the $400, and we would contribute the remaining 

$200.  

  4)  We still have a few open months for program presentations, so if you have any ideas, or can help out, it is 

always appreciated.  

 

It's hard to believe how quickly this summer has flown by, literally for many of you, I hope you are all enjoying 

the warm weather and have been able to slip the surly bonds of earth yourself, enjoying either a beautiful 

early morning or later afternoon ride around the area, or perhaps a longer cross country somewhere.  

Thanks for all of your support for Chapter 241.  

For the president,  ~wes 

 

Rose Ellen May, Secretary 
Our second Young Eagle Rally is Saturday, August 17 at DKB from 9 – 11AM. Please arrive by 8:30AM with your 

plane pre-flighted or ready to help on the ramp, registration or ground school. Thank you!! 
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Upcoming Events BOLD dates indicate a change from typical or published schedule 
Monday, August 12  Program Meeting DKB* FBO, 6:30PM light meal, 7:15 Meeting, 7:30PM  
Saturday, August 17  Young Eagles Rally at DKB, weather & pilot availability permitting 

Sunday, September 8  Business Meeting at PJs in Sycamore, 7PM 

Monday, September 9 Program Meeting DKB* FBO, 6:30PM light meal, 7:15 Meeting, 7:30PM  

Chapter Meeting Location DeKalb Taylor Municipal Airport main building located at 

3232 Pleasant St. In DeKalb, IL in the east half of the main terminal building located 

at the furthest east entrance of the airport. Everyone with an aviation interest, pilots 

and non-pilots alike, are invited to attend.  Meeting location subject to change. 
 

Newsletter Policy: This Newsletter is published solely to provide information to members of EAA Chapter 241. Any 

communications issued by EAA Chapter 241, regardless of the form, format, and/or media used, which includes, but is 

not limited to the chapter newsletter, internet content and audio/video recordings is presented only in the light of a 

clearing house of ideas, opinions, and personal experience accounts. Anyone using ideas, opinions, information, etc. 

does so at their own discretion and risk and are not necessarily the opinions of EAA Chapter 241or EAA. Use of technical 

information is strictly at the user’s risk, as the Chapter does not claim to be an authority in any technical field. Letters, 

photos or articles are welcome. The editor reserves the right to correct, shorten, and reject items at his/her discretion. 

Items will be printed on a space available basis. Editors of other aviation publications may reprint articles from this 

newsletter. We do ask that author and source are acknowledged. (Note: Underlined terms indicate a link to an internet 

website. Bold names indicate 2013 EAA Chapter 241 members.) 
 

Subscription to this newsletter is an EAA Chapter 241 member benefit.  

Time to renew your 

EAA 241 membership! 
 

Print & Complete the 

Membership form at 

the bottom of this 

newsletter! 
 

 

Stories found online: 

A Soldier’s Love Story 
http://www.citizenship-aei.org/2012/09/one-wounded-warriors-story/  
Over on his photography blog, Tim Dodd has a moving series of posts about his friend Taylor Morris, who was 

injured in Afghanistan in May of this year. Working as part of an explosive ordinance disposal team, Morris 

stepped on an IED, losing both of his legs, his left arm, and his right hand. Dodd visited his injured friend as he 

was recovering at Walter Reed Medical Academy in Washington, DC. (Full photo story at the above link) 

        
 

Building a P-47 

This step-by-step training film shows how a ground support crew of fifty men could assemble a P-47 fighter in 

a farm field using nothing more than muscle, un-powered hand tools and pieces of the shipping crate it 

came in...a saw, hammers, wrenches and bicycle pumps. You'll get a unique look at the inner workings of 

the big Jug as it is bolted together. Then a pilot jumps in and flies it away! The ingenuity of the people is very 

impressive. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V2D3k0sJ8HM 
 

Asiana accident at SFO http://wp.me/p2qQjh-fx 
 

What is it?  
Dan Thurnau was the first person to respond correctly. US mail route 

 

 

 

http://www.citizenship-aei.org/2012/09/one-wounded-warriors-story/
http://timdoddphotography.com/blog/News/taylor-morris
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V2D3k0sJ8HM
http://wp.me/p2qQjh-fx
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EAA Chapter 241 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION - RENEWAL FORM 
Eligibility for membership in the Chapter is open to any person who has an interest in recreational 

aviation and who is a member in good standing of the EAA (Experimental Aircraft Association, Inc.).  

Annual membership dues for EAA Chapter 241 are $20 per calendar year. 
 

Make checks payable to EAA Chapter 241  

Mail completed application and dues to:  

EAA Chapter 241  

c/o Thomas Burgan  

410 Grant Avenue  

Geneva, IL 60134-1117  
 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________  

Copilot (spouse, friend, other): ________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________  

City: ___________________________________________________ State: _____ Zip: _____________  

Phone (Home): _____________________________ (Cell): __________________________________  

Email Address: _______________________________________________________________________  

EAA Membership #: ________________________________ Expiration Date:  _________________  

Pilot/A&P Ratings: ____________________________________________________________________  

Occupation: ____________________ Hobbies/Interests:____________________________________  

I am Interested in helping the Chapter with…  __________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________  

What are you building? ________________________________________________________________  

What are you flying?  _________________________________________________________________ 

EAA is the only association that offers the fun and camaraderie of sharing your passion for participating in the flying, 

building, and restoring of recreational aircraft with the most passionate community of aviation enthusiasts. 
Further information, including meeting times and locations, is available at http://eaa241.org/about/ 

Check One: 

New Member...... 

Renewal .............   

Info Change.......  

 

 

http://eaa241.org/about/

