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THOUGHTS FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 

 

I have heard that life is like a roll of toilet paper, the closer you get to the end, the faster it goes.  Be that as it may,  I 
know that it feels like I just wrote this a week ago.  It may seem that way because I went to the Aurora chapter meet-
ing (last week).  Or, things really are faster.  They also had a program on ADS-B and it was helpful and informative.  I 
am sure you will enjoy our program on the 9th.  At least you will be up to date with what's happening!   ADS-B is 
coming and we should be prepared.  

I hope it is warmer by the time you read this. I know all of us are done with winter and the cold and would 

like warmer walk around's and balmier days. When that happens, we will switch from pizza to burgers (a 

sure sign of Spring). I can't wait!  

Our last program on WW2 drones was a big success and this one should be well received also.  I am pleased to see 

the Chapter 241 reaching out to the community and this good response from them.  Do you have an idea for a pro-

gram as we move into summer?  Let's keep our standards up.  These interesting programs are how we build our 

membership and that's good for all of us.  

Our public meeting is at 7:00, but don't forget 6:30 for food, and 5:30 for the board. I'll look forward to see-

ing you there.  

Larry 



Points of Interest 

 

♦March Presentation  

♦February 9th Presentation Picture 

♦Famous Aircraft For Sale 

♦Kit Plane For Sale 

 

 

March Presentation 

We will have a speaker from Rochelle Avionics  inform us on air-

craft technology.  (view the flyer) 

 

February 9th Presentation 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  Roger Keys presented us with his WWII TDR-1 Drone speech last 

month.  Jerry Taylor (right) worked at Interstate Aircraft. 

 

Famous Aircraft For Sale 

Fox News advertized the “Former Air Force One” from Arizona 

last month.  Hopefully a “museum” will come up with the funds to 

save it.  The story can be found at FoxNews.com.  Thank you for 

the reference, Isabelle Kovarik. 

 

Kit Plane For Sale 

A friend of an EAA member has a Titan T-51 Mustang kit plane for 

sale.  It has a Suzuki V6, 2.7 L, 183 hp engine.  If anyone is inter-

ested they can contact Tom Burgan. 
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ADS-B Presentation 

 

Automatic dependent surveillance – broadcast (ADS–B) 

 

 

The DeKalb EAA Chapter 241 invites all DTMA tenants to their upcoming presentation 
on March 9

th
 at 7pm in the Fly America hangar at DTMA.  EAA will be having a guest 

speaker, Jeremy Sells of Rochelle Avionics, speak about ADS-B, Automatic dependent 
surveillance – broadcast and the issues related to the approaching deadline and compli-
ance. 

Automatic dependent surveillance – broadcast (ADS–B) is a cooperative surveil-
lance technology in which an aircraft determines its position via satellite navigation and 
periodically broadcasts it, enabling it to be tracked. The information can be received by 
air traffic control ground stations as a replacement for secondary radar. It can also be re-
ceived by other aircraft to provide situational awareness and allow self separation. 

All tenants are welcome to attend this informative presentation.  Please contact Dan 
Thurnau with EAA Chapter 241 if you have any questions at 815-631-6629. 

 

 

In the Fly America Hangar 

http://www.eaa241.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Satellite_navigation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Air_traffic_control
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Secondary_surveillance_radar


NOTES FROM TOM’S DESK… 

Greetings everyone, 

Out like a lion, in like a lion... and so it goes for our ongoing winter as I begin drafting this letter March 1st from Cincin-

nati, preparing to head back to Paris this afternoon.  

Chapter action has been kind of slow since the holiday gala, but one can feel the membership pulse quickening as spring 

approaches and thoughts of flight return. 

It is never to late to pay your dues for 2015. We are currently sitting at 27 members for the year.  

Monday's monthly meeting will be on ADS-B, presented by Jeremy Sells of Rochelle Avionics. As always, a light din-

ner will be served at 6:30 for members only.  

Dan Thurnau set up this month's program, thank you Dan, so if you have any questions, please contact him. The airport 

press release is included below.  

The DeKalb EAA Chapter 241 invites all DTMA tenants to their upcoming presentation on March 9 th at 7pm in the Fly 

America hangar at DTMA. EAA will be having a guest speaker, Jeremy Sells of Rochelle Avionics, speak about ADS-

B, Automatic dependent surveillance – broadcast and the issues related to the approaching deadline and compliance.  

Automatic dependent surveillance – broadcast (ADS–B) is a cooperative surveillance technology in which an aircraft 

determines its position via satellite navigation and periodically broadcasts it, enabling it to be tracked. The information 

can be received by air traffic control ground stations as a replacement for secondary radar. It can also be received by 

other aircraft to provide situational awareness and allow self separation. 

All tenants are welcome to attend this informative presentation. Please contact Dan Thurnau with EAA Chapter 241 if 

you have any questions at 815-631-6629.  

Finally, listed below are dates and times for our five chapter events this new year. Please make note of them. Also, in 

light of the excellent presentation put on by Roger Keys last month on drones, I've included an interesting article on 

drones out of the Chicago Tribune. I found #4 interesting because Roger specifically discussed this item with the same 

photograph, regarding a certain actress.  

I hope to see all of you Monday. I'm sending this independent of the newsletter that Janie has been working on, because 

she sent it to me today and I was unable to open it up. Hopefully, you'll get a newsletter before Monday's meeting as she 

works to correct whatever it is that is corrupting it.                   

Thanks for reading.                                                                                 

Tom                                 

EAA 241 Treasurer                                                                                                                                ||                                                                                                             

Thomas Burgan                                                                                                                      _______( * )_______    

630/272-3122 (cell 24/7)                                                                                                               o|             |o                                      

boeingdriver@earthlink.net          



2015 Chapter 241 event dates and times;  

June 6th, 0900-1100 Young Eagles Over DeKalb  

June 7th, 0800-1130 DeKalb Pancake Breakfast  

August 8th, 0900-1100 Young Eagles Over DeKalb  

September 20th, 0800-1130 Hinckley Breakfast  

October 10th, 1930-2330 Hanger Dance Fundraiser  

10 things you might not know about DRONES  

By Mark Jacob and Stephan Benzkofer Unmanned aerial vehicles are buzzing all over the news these days, with 

the U.S. allowing sales of military drones to foreign allies, the Federal Aviation Administration proposing rules 

for commercial drones and Parisians disturbed by mysterious drones hovering over their landmarks.  

1 For centuries, the word “drone” referred primarily to a male honeybee that mates with the queen. Because a 

drone is not a worker bee, the word also was applied to a lazy person. And perhaps because of the insect connec-

tion, “drone” became a synonym for monotonous talk, like a bee’s hum. The use of the word for unmanned vehi-

cles has another bee connection: In the 1930s, the British showed the U.S. military a remote-controlled aircraft 

called the Queen Bee that was used for anti-aircraft practice. The Americans decided to build their own, and they 

called it a drone.  

 2 The first instance of a human surrendering to a drone is believed to have occurred in February 1991 during the 

Persian Gulf War, when Iraqi soldiers waved a white flag at a Pioneer drone flying over Kuwait’s Faylakah Is-

land.  

3 Serbian-American genius Nikola Tesla invented a drone more than a century ago. At an 1898 exhibition in New 

York City’s Madison Square Garden, Tesla used radio waves to maneuver a boat in a tank of water. Tesla down-

played the military applications in public but privately pitched the Navy on a fleet of remote-controlled torpedo 

boats that could “destroy a whole armada” The Navy dismissed the idea as impractical.  

4 A British actor named Reginald Denny (you might know him as Sir Harry Percival in the Jane Fonda movie 

“Cat Ballou”) started Radioplane, a company that built target drones for U.S. military training during World War 

II. A Radioplane plant in California hired a young woman named Norma Jeane Dougherty to spray varnish on the 

drones’ fuselage fabric. Dougherty later found more lucrative work in Hollywood after changing her name to 

Marilyn Monroe.  

5 Martha Stewart is an unabashed drone fan, in a fashion all her own. In a July 2014 column she wrote for Time 

magazine, she gushed about how she received one for her birthday and “in just a few minutes I was hooked” She 

loved taking aerial photos: of herself on the beach, of her 153-acre farm in Bedford, N.Y., and of her horse pad-

docks, greenhouses and cutting garden. And she wondered what landscape architect Andre Le Notre could have 

done with it while designing the Versailles palace gardens.  

6 It must have seemed like a good idea to Brenton Lee Doyle at the time. Use a drone to deliver a phone, tobacco 

and marijuana into maximum-security Lee Correctional Institution in Bishop-ville, S.C. But the drone failed to 



clear the 12-foot razor-wire fence with its payload. Though the contraband never made it into prison, Doyle will: He 

was sentenced in January to 15 years for the attempt.  

7 Palestinians in Gaza refer to Israeli drones as zenana, which translates roughly to “buzz” In nearby Egypt, zenana is 

a slang term for a nagging wife.  

8 During the Vietnam War, U.S. drones known as Lightning Bugs were used to conduct reconnaissance, jam radar, 

serve as decoys and even drop propaganda leaflets. They also carried “SAM sniffers” to detect surface-to-air missiles 

(SAMs). Just before one of the Bugs was destroyed by a SAM, it relayed the missile’s signal back to base, allowing 

the U.S. military to develop a way to warn pilots when a SAM’s signal was active near them. The Bugs weren’t so 

good at landing by parachute, though. To prevent drones from being damaged upon landing, U.S. helicopters conduct-

ed “air snatch” missions, grabbing them in midair.  

9 When Raija Ogden competed in a triathlon in Geraldton, Australia, last April, little did she know that her fiercest 

opponent would be a drone. The unmanned aircraft plummeted toward her, and she went down with a head injury. 

The operator insisted that the drone simply startled Ogden and she fell. But Ogden said the drone hit her, and “the am-

bulance crew took a piece of propeller from my head.” In any case, the operator was fined for flying the drone too 

close to people.  

10 Drones aren’t all about death. Activists envision hunting down rhino poachers in South Africa, and a restaurateur 

in Singapore wants to use them to deliver drinks. Businesses see huge potential to monitor large construction sites, 

assess crop growth, map mines, or inspect skyscrapers and towers. And one Belgian entrepreneur has plans for an 

“ambulance drone” that’s basically a flying defibrillator.  


