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Notes From Tom's Desk

Hi All,

I'm confident that all who attended the Holiday 
Gala enjoyed themselves. I thought the night was 
quite enjoyable all around.
Thank you again to all the women who took the 
time to make all those enjoyable deserts.

I won't be at the upcoming meeting. I'm working 
again this second Monday of the month. Because 
of the conflicts that Larry and I
will be having in the upcoming months, we were 
planning today about having a business meeting 
on a separate day prior to our
regularly scheduled March meeting. We'll 
certainly announce the date when we figure it out 
ourselves.

Wes will be running the show on Monday. One 
key discussion will be what date to have the 
breakfast and Young Eagles events in 
June and we need voices here to speak up and 
offer some direction because these events are 
built on volunteers. There is much 
discussion about DeKalb graduation that 
weekend we typically have the breakfast, the first 
Sunday of the month June 4/5 and that having 
the Young Eagle event that Saturday will be a 
possible bust because of that. The following 
weekend June 11/12, while the graduation 
parties are done, so too are many families with 
possible Young Eagle children for the quick 
getaway for summer right after school lets
out. I know I personally don't care for an entire 
weekend event to worry about because of the 
unknown of what my girls and I will be
doing. 

Thoughts From The President 

Hello everybody,
     I am sure everybody who went to the Gala 
had a great time!  Pam and I sure did.  A special 
thanks to the group that moved so we wouldn't 
be sitting alone.  That was very nice.  The folks 
in 241 are a good bunch.
     As it happens I find myself in a spot with 
scheduling and will miss the next two meetings.  
No worries, Wes will step into the MC spot and 
things will be fine.  A short executive meeting will 
be at 5:45 on Monday February 8th with things 
to follow in the usual order.  So I don't get 
completely out of the loop, we will have the 
March executive meeting on the Sunday before 
the March regular Monday (the 14th) meeting.  
This will be at the old town (between Geneva 
and DeKalb) restaurant at 6:00pm I'll send a 
reminder shortly before the day. For all who 
might want to attend.  This is one of the few 
meetings where beer will be available, might be 
worth a stop.
    At the February meeting we will discuss the 
timing of the YE and PB events for this summer.  
If you have strong feelings you should be there.  
There are good reasons for both dates under 
consideration and I'll will go with the majority 
opinion.  Wes gets the job of providing 
background information.  Don't shoot the 
messenger!
    I wouldn't be doing my job if I didn't remind 
you that your 2016 dues are due.  Janie will 
remind you also, so please put $20 (cash or 
Check) in an envelope and give it to Janie.
    You might be wondering what the program is 
or what the food is on Monday?  You'll have to 
go and see........
 
Larry
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The argument has been made that those helping 
out on Saturday for YE can also quickly help out for 
the breakfast setup at noon.
Last year, this indeed work out well for both events. 
The other thought is that any kids who want to go 
flying will do so, because our YE 
event is done by noon, even on a graduation 
weekend Saturday.

I am going to cast my vote here today in this note 
to maintain the breakfast the first Sunday and 
simply have the YE event the following 
Saturday if we fear light crowds. I don't think 
tradition should be the primary mover. I do think 
that if we change both to the second weekend,
we'll know soon enough when we see the breakfast 
numbers. Our two breakfasts pay the bills for the 
year, it's that simple. The YE event, 
while a nice event and important to future growth 
simply does not pay the bills, but of course we want 
a good showing. 

Please consider this as you come to the meeting 
on Monday. Both events are only as good as the 
volunteers who give up those days
and we simply must have people that can commit, 
even at this early a date. Unfortunately, I cannot 
commit until I bid my June schedule 
on or around May 11th, but I always try to do so.

We're deep in the throes of winter, but it doesn't 
feel like it. Remember, 5 years ago we had a nice 
little blizzard going on today, February 2nd.
Thank you for reading folks. Stay dry, stay warm... 
Happy Groundhog Day!!

Tom

Thomas Burgan
EAA Chapter 241 Treasurer
630/272-3122 (cell 24/7)
boeingdriver@earthlink.net

B36 Beautiful story & Pics

Back row L to R; Ken Sack, Elton Eisele, 
Don Bonk, Don Horacek, Larry Cabeen, 
Ed Meyers, Bruce Hawkins. Middle row L 
to R; Christa Bonk, Paul Sedlacek, Patrick 
Hoffmann, Beth Rehm. Front row L to R; 
Jerry Czupryn and Sean Stratton. 

Always was an awesome bird! Take a few 
minutes to look at the attached website for a 
detail view of the cockpit……



Always was an awesome bird! Take a few minutes to 
look at the attached website for a detail view of the 
cockpit……
 
The next to last landing and the last take-off of the last 
operational B-36 took place at Scott AFB. The aircraft 
was being ferried to the AF Museum at Wright-
Patterson AFB when it developed an in-flight 
emergency and had to land at Scott AFB to effect 
repairs.
 
It was so heavy that it could NOT be parked on an 
apron as it would have cracked the concrete, so it was 
kept on the end of one of the runways (which had 
thicker concrete). It had to be moved around every 
couple of hours to prevent runway damage.  When it 
departed the next stop was it’s final landing at the 
Museum where it would become a display and never 
fly again.
 
The take-off was memorable: six piston engines 
roaring at full strength and the four jet engines 
screaming.  Imagine 36 hour flights in this machine. 
The view is from one of the two flight engineer 
positions from their consoles.  They took care of the 6 
turning and burning with the engine controls in front of 
them (manifold pressure  and throttles, the pilot has 
the four jet engine controls over his right shoulder.  I'd 
love to have seen the start up procedure, looks like six 
fingers on all three hands were needed.

 Called "The Peacemaker," the US Air Force B-36 
served from late 1940’s until the mid 1950’s when 
the all- jet B-47 became the long-range nuclear 
weapon carrier.
   
The B-36 was a state of the art airplane in its day. 
The Flight Engineer was responsible for starting, 
maintaining and shutting down the 6 Radial 
Engines and 4 Jet  Engines required to make it fly 
and to mission complete. No modern "Fly by Wire" 
or "Computer controlled Aircraft" involved here. 
Just straight old manpower, brainpower and the 
guts to get it done.  Though some of its pilots 
thought it was a beast to fly, it DID help do the job 
of keeping the peace during the beginning of the 
Cold War.

This presentation is a 360 degree viewing movement by 
moving your mouse.  It is a 360 degree panorama of the 
flight engineers station and cockpit on a B-36.  Six 
propeller-driven R-4360s and four J-47 jets to keep an 
eye on, plus fuel, pressurization, hydraulics, electrical, 
and other systems.

Use your mouse to navigate the cockpit.
Use the mouse wheel for close-up or distance views… 
click on the attached link.

Sincerely,
 
Tim Hunter
773-718-4278 cell
Sycamore, IL 60178



12/14/16 Minutes:

18:15 

Meeting called to order.

Donate to local interested youths. 

Bring it up at general meeting.

18:21

$3500 reasonable price range for club equipment trailer.

Gala in basement.

18:25

Need more volunteers.

Mitch Gallo NTSB


