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Our next chapter meeting is Monday, March 13 at KDKB.   Dinner at 6:30 pm, program at 7:15 pm in the 
main hangar conference room.   

Program will be Guest Speaker, Paul Wallem from Poplar Grove visiting us to give a talk about their 
museum and his new book.  More details regarding the talk were in last month’s newsletter, or can be 
found in the Letter From Our President, which can be found below.  

A reminder that the deadline for the Chapter Flight Training Scholarship is April 3rd.   Don’t forget to 
share this with potential recipients! 

Thanks to all the participants in last month’s Chili Dinner.  Here is a picture of the offerings (thanks Wes) 

 

Sorry I missed it; looks yummy! 



If you need any additional information on any of these topics, or questions/concerns, please contact a 
member of your executive committee.  

Enjoy the following link:   What NOT to do taking off from a beach 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rEDZiwjGlgU 

 

Letter from our President: 

(3/5/2017) 

Hello 241, 

We're in the doldrums of winter now. Spring is nibbling at Winter's heels and we're all getting that flying 
itch to scratch. We all know that itch to be kicking the tires and firing those four cylinder flames, that will 
then propel us down our runway of choice.  Be safe and thorough as you prepare for that first flight of 
the year, 2017. 

Our program this month is courtesy of Paul Wallum from Poplar Grove Museum, as told by Paul himself. 

“I would like to offer a program for your chapter meetings.  Vintage Wings and Wheels Museum opened 
near Poplar Grove Airport (C77) in 2003. It has become a popular fly-out location for pilots. As co-
founder of the Museum, I've prepared a power point program describing the Museum, its' events, 
facilities, brat-day lunches, and our current Aeronca and Jenny projects. (Website is Poplar Grove Wings 
and Wheels.com)  The 30 minute program also includes a short summary of my new book PRIVATE 
WINGS, which was introduced during AirVenture 2016.”    Paul Wallem    EAA 191359 

To clear up one comment that was made at last month's raucous meeting. We are going to move 
forward with more chapter communications from your leadership via email and text. We haven't had a 
newsletter that was printable in many years, so that is not the issue. However, it was mentioned and I 
suspect some confusion ensued about flyers for our breakfasts. Of course we will be having approved 
flyers, capable of being printed at home and suitable for hanging (with permission) wherever possible to 
drum up support for our breakfasts. Also, for those who are tired of receiving hundreds of emails, I 
would suggest researching how to set up a "smart mailbox" and set it up with the rules EAA or EAA 241 
or just 241 in the appropriate section and you'll never have to search for another chapter email again. 
That being said however, while I have made some flyers in the past few years, we need to have a talent 
step forward and construct two for this year's two breakfasts. Someone who has the time and talent to 
create one suitable for at home printing, an active link to our website and able to be emailed to friends, 
relatives and guests. Please see Tom, Wes Anderson, Isabelle or Steve for more information and to 
coordinate this task.  

Steve Klopfenstein as Young Eagle Chairman is in charge of the official Young Eagles flyer this year and 
will be getting that out to us all with sufficient time to distribute them as necessary and of course with 
permission as always from the location being used. It behooves us to go with one flyer, one approved 
picture and one contact phone number and email for a clear message to our prospective Young Eagles 
and their parents or guardians. Steve has now set up a 242 Young Eagles Facebook page. Spread the 
word. 



I am coordinating the possibility of a small car show in conjunction with our DeKalb Breakfast. Tom 
Cleveland has already approved my pursuing it, with a limit of about 20 cars because of ramp space. In 
the past we have had cars, but I honestly don't recall how long ago it has been since I rarely have 
ventured out of the hangar the past few years.  

There is a survey going around from EAA National about chapters, activities and participation with 
assorted questions. Please take ten minutes to complete it.    

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-
3A__go.eaa.org_WS0k7KE0B0B3UOn00i03S00&d=DgMFaQ&c=M-KQspD_LQogCbR-
BWCHOaeDEPOhF8vWqHZTaiwxT3c&r=DlMhORWV9By_zbflliB6Ap4JoWmSJ1CCo4tod7B0_Y1XOb3GPW
gaeYL7t3t1OKA0&m=ECpBaKRFbjoXBZUgRbyYK1JrnRHJfIWQ1c2f7aa3RGI&s=K3dvdCPAAtwUmU6JddpH
1ad16Rh0oU3FMlO5fCqQST4&e=> 

That is all I have folks. One last thought and that is to sincerely thank all of our cooks last month for the 
chilli cookoff. I personally tasted all of the choices, along with the corn bread and desert and they each 
had their own zestful taste that made them special. Jeff, Ken, Albert, Wes, Larry and Sue. Thank you 
ladies and gentlemen for a great dinner. 

Snoopy had a close encounter with Harrison Ford last month as depicted by this The Week cartoon. 
Remember... Runways are for landing and Taxiways are for taxing. 

http://theweek.com/cartoons/681927/editorial-cartoon-harrison-ford-plane-crash-peanuts-charlie-
brown-snoopy-red-baron 

Happy almost spring people,      

Tom 

Thomas Burgan 

EAA Chapter 241 President/Treasurer 

630/272-3122 (cell 24/7) 

boeingdriver@earthlink.net 

 

 

On a Sad Note, we recently lost a valued member of the aviation community.  Please remember Nick, 
who was a friend of our chapter, attended many of our events and presented a talk about his new book 
at the time about old and lost Chicagoland airports.  God Bless you Nick. 

Obituary for Nicholas Charles Selig 

Nicholas Charles Selig, age 81, a 48-year resident of Naper Aero in Naperville, Illinois passed away on 
Friday, January 27, 2017. He was born in Oak Park, Illinois on April 18, 1935 and grew up in Elmwood 
Park, Illinois with his two brothers and three sisters. His lifelong interest and dedication to aviation 
began with his participation as a Civil Air Patrol (CAP) cadet while in high school. He graduated from 



Proviso High School in 1953, then served his country in the United States Army. After his tenure in the 
Army, Nick attended Northrup Aeronautical Institute in California where he earned multiple aircraft 
mechanic licenses including his A&P Certificate. Back in Illinois, he learned to fly at Palwaukee Airport 
and in 1960 obtained his Airline Transport Rating (ATP) and Certified Flight Instructor and Airplanes and 
Instrument (CFI-A&I). 

The first aircraft he owned was an Aeronca Champ, which he restored. After marrying Suzette, they 
purchased an Aeronca L3. As the family grew, they bought a Stinson in 1969. He taught his eldest 
daughter, Christa, how to fly and she soloed in it. He restored the Stinson twice and continued to fly 
with his wife Suzette throughout his life. Many passengers accompanied them on their flights, including 
their children, dogs, and numerous friends. As a man who, admittedly, grew up afraid of dogs, he never 
dreamed he would end up with so many in the family over the years. Their furry and feathered residents 
included three German Shepherds, six Dachshunds, as well as numerous birds and rabbits. 

Through the years, Nick became known to his neighbors and members of the Naper Aero community as 
a trusted airplane and aeronautical advisor, always there to help friends repair and restore their 
airplanes or work on their cars. In his younger years, Nicholas taught flying and managed the aircraft 
maintenance department at a private airport. He then worked for North Central Airlines (which became 
Republic Airlines, and then merged again into Northwest Airlines) for 21 years. 

After he retired, Nick authored two books (with the help of his daughters Erika and Cathy as his 
unofficial editors) Lost Airports of Chicago (2013) and Forgotten Chicago Airfields (2014) that stemmed 
from his interest in researching old airports. His main goals in writing the books were to share the 
historical roots of general aviation in Illinois and to help preserve the historical significance of multiple 
airfields that had been lost to strip malls through the years. Nick enjoyed traveling to various local flying 
and historical groups for several years to present his impeccable research and heartfelt stories of his 
books, and to meet other aviation enthusiasts and pilots. 

Nick was the recipient of Civil Air Patrol Save Award (1976) when he located a downed aircraft in the 
middle of a cornfield and assisted in the life-saving rescue of an injured passenger. He was also awarded 
the Wright Brother Master Pilot Award (2013), and the Charles Taylor Master Mechanic Award (2013). 
As an active EAA Chapter 15 member since 1964, Nicholas attended and volunteered for many chapter 
events, as well as many other clubs including Vintage Aero, Suburban Aviation, Sunday Morning 
Breakfast Club, International Stinson Club, and Midwest Antique Aircrafts. 

A homebody at heart, Nick could often be found listening to big band, jazz, and swing music whether 
working on planes, driving in the car, or just working in his shop, in the basement, hanger or garage. In 
the summer, when not listening to music, he enjoyed watching his Chicago Cubs with the television 
sound off (and 30 second delay), preferring to listen to the play-by-play of the "Pat and Ron Show" on 
the radio. He loved swimming in the backyard pool they built, studying photography (for which he built a 
darkroom), and of course, his daily crossword puzzles. He was also an avid reader, enjoying mystery and 
historical novels, and enjoyed attending vintage car and air shows. 

Nicholas is survived by his loving wife of 52 years, Suzette (nee Deutsch) Selig; daughters: Christa Selig, 
Catherine Selig and Erika Selig, sisters-in-law: Letha Selig and Delores Selig, and many nieces and 
nephews. He was preceded in death by his parents Harry and Mabel Selig, brothers: Harry Selig and 
Kenneth Selig; and sisters: Lillian (Bob) Magnus, Eleanor (Norb) Mielczarek and Joanne Kurtz. 



Memorial Visitation was held on Saturday, February 4, 2017 from 11:00 a.m. until the time of service 
1:00 p.m. at the Beidelman-Kunsch Funeral Homes & Crematory, 24021 Royal Worlington Drive, 
Naperville. Interment was private. 

In lieu of flowers memorials in Nick’s name may be made to St. Jude Children’s Hospital, St. Vincent de 
Paul or Little Sisters of the Poor. Info 630-922-9630  


