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Our next chapter meeting is Monday, October 9th. Dinner at 6:30 (pizza), program at 7:00 pm. See
Letter from the President below for more information On Al’s presentation.

Ford Trimotor Visit – Letter from Tom
Dear 241,
It was hot, it was muggy, but it was a good, dare I say fun weekend having the Trimotor here in DeKalb.
My thanks to everyone involved who carved out some time and came out for the weekend to lend a
helping hand. I'd say the offer of a volunteer ride was a great incentive and I hope everyone involved
managed to snag one when it became available.
A shout out goes to Don Karper, who donated $1,000 as the seed money to push us towards the $1,500
necessary for the chapter to make $5 dollars per passenger. Thank you Don.
Too many to list, but a lot of people worked two, three, all four days and I personally want to say thank
you for that effort.
I have also been asked what our final pax count was. I figured 190-200, but since the paperwork was
mailed to Oshkosh by regular mail, those numbers are not yet available. I was told by one of the woman
who run the program that they suspect my numbers are pretty close to the final tally.
Since I am flying commercial aviation 88 years after that Trimotor was built, it is quite the change in
technology and work load as viewed from the front seat. A fascinating progression of safety, speed,
technology and comfort.
Once again, great effort and thank you again to all who participated
CAVU,
Tom
Ford Trimotor Visit (photos from Al) – Sept 21-24, 2017
Love the “historical b & w versions”! (1928 vintage look)

Chris (dad) & Ian (4) enjoying the ride in the Trimotor!

Photos from the Hinckley Fly-In Pancake Breakfast (Thanks Al!) – Sept 17, 2017

Note from Al: This is a “new” seventy year old Piper PA-12 Super Cruiser. Dave Smith, the proud owner,
and rightly so, said he just picked it up and has only 20 hours from a total rebuild of the entire airplane.
It sure was purity!

Letter from the President
Hello 241,
Our October meeting this coming Monday will FINALLY let our very own Albert Dyer show and tell his
gyrocopter for us all. Thank you Albert. Pizza and drinks at 6:30 and Albert's presentation with his gyro
hopefully present about 7:15.
You should have all received my email thank you for regarding all of our participation in making the
Trimotor visit a successful one. It is included here as a reprint in this month's newsletter. Also, I finally
received some information from EAA regarding our visit. They consider 175 to be an excellent passenger

count for a town the size of DeKalb. My personal goal was a hopeful 200. Congratulations to us,
because we achieved 175 PLUS some. The total passenger count for DeKalb was 257 (214 Paid
Passengers/43 Media, Sponsorship, or Comp Seats).
News on the Trimotor visit, with Albert Dyer's photo contributions as part of the story.
https://generalaviationnews.com/2017/09/28/a-grand-old-transport/
This Day in Aviation, a pretty interesting date.
https://www.thisdayinaviation.com/29-september-1-october-1946/
Another contribution from Jeff Petersen. Hundreds if not thousands of aircraft pictures.
http://www.mission4today.com/index.php?name=ForumsPro&file=viewtopic&t=16352&printertopic=1
&start=0&finish=-1
Tom Cleveland has informed me that we have again received a $500 donation from the Sycamore
Antique Car Show, courtesy of Mike Tritle. Mike wants this generous donation directed towards our
Young Eagle program. Thank you Mike.
Tom C. is also going to further investigate having a drone check out a navigation beacon from the early
air mail days that sits on top of a water tower. Our preliminary goal is to secure it's possession and to
get it down and either restore it with the chapter helping out, or to simply get it down as is for display at
KDKB.
Our USO Hangar Dance Fundraiser is next Saturday. I could use some assistance setting up tables and
chairs on Friday afternoon, working the cash drawer for tickets on Saturday and finally, break down and
cleanup on Sunday morning. Please send me an email with "DANCE" in the subject line if your able to
help with those tasks.
Pizza, beer, pop and water on Monday folks. Come one, come all and we'll all be entertained by Albert's
high flying tales of gyrocopter adventures.
CAVU,
Tom

New Business Cards (from Tom)
Should be available at our next meeting. Tom is also working on t-shirts!

Young Eagles Credits (from Steve)
I just got a thank you letter from EAA and it also included a thank you from Reed (James) that we sent to
Air Academy this year that was partially paid from our Young Eagles Credits.
Bob (for your grandson) and James if you plan to go to Air Academy in 2018 this letters says you can
register NOW so I would advise doing so. As far as any credits from Young Eagles we will not be able to
make any commitments until spring when we see what we have for credits and if there is anything as a
chapter that we need.
Thanks
Steve Klopfenstein, DeKalb EAA 241, Young Eagles Coordinator

Flying Trivia – Just for Fun! (from Isabelle)
1) You have a 96% chance of surviving a plane crash. The odds go up even more if you’re nice to your
crew.
2) According to one estimate, you can lose about two cups of water from your body for every hour you
spend flying. While estimates of water loss during flight vary, it’s well-known that flying causes
dehydration in passengers, which can lead to deep-vein thrombosis on long-haul flights. Drink water
before, during, and after a long flight.
3) A Boeing 747 is made up of six million parts. The Queen of the Skies is the most well known widebodied commercial airliner in the world. This airplane is famed because it was the first huge body
aircraft ever produced. These six million parts are all controlled by a few pilots sitting up front with
switches and buttons under their fingertips.
4) Stewardess is the longest word in the English language typed with just the left hand.
5) KLM is the worlds’ oldest airline, established in 1919. It’s first flight between Amsterdam and London
took place on 17th May 1920.
6) In 1987 American Airlines saved $40,000 by removing one olive from each salad served in first class.
7) Air travel is the second safest form or transportation. Only the elevator/escalator is safer, although it
would take quite some time to travel 1,000 miles on an escalator.
8) More than 80% of the population suffer from some form of ‘aerophobia’ or fear of flying.
9) The world’s most expensive plane ticket cost Sydney millionaire Julian Hayward, an amazing
$123,000, after being the first person to buy a seat on the A380 maiden flight between Singapore and
Sydney in 2007.
10) An aeroplane takes off or lands every 37 seconds at Chicago O’Hares International Airport. That’s
almost 100 planes per hour.

New Members
If you know anyone who is interested in becoming a member of EAA241, here is a copy of our
Membership Application. Please feel free to share . . .
eaa-membership-application.pdf
It is also available on our website at https://eaa241.org/about/

